Lesson 11 Sabbath, December 14, 2013

Our Value in Christ

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you,
except ye be reprobates?” (2 Corinthians 13:5).

“In the light of the cross alone can the true value of the human
soul be estimated.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 273.

Suggested Reading: Steps to Christ, pp. 93-104.



1. Realizing our Danger

a. Against what must we be continually on guard to avoid falling
from grace? Jeremiah 17:9, 10; Proverbs 16:18; 1 Corinthians 10:12.

“Christ has provided means whereby our whole life may be an
unbroken communion with Himself; but the sense of Christ's abiding
presence can come only through living faith. . . .

“Let all contemplate the completeness it is their privilege to have
and ask themselves the question, Is my will submerged in Christ’s
will? Is the fullness and richness of the Living Vine—His goodness,
His mercy, His compassion and love—seen in my life and charac-
ter?”—In Heavenly Places, p. 56.

a. Jeremiah 17:9-10 (9) The heart 1s deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it? (10) I the LORD scarch the heart, |
try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to
the fruit of his doings.

Proverbs 16:18 (18) Pride gocth before destruction, and an haughty spirit
before a fall.

1 Corinthians 10:12 (12) Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall.



1. Realizing our Danger

b. Give an example of a proper self-view and of submitting to the
will of Jesus. 1 Corinthians 9:26, 27; 15:30, 31. Mark 7:14-23.

“The essential work is to conform the tastes, the appetite, the pas-
sions, the motives, the desires, to the great moral standard of right-
eousness. The work must begin at the heart. That must be pure, whol-
ly conformed to Christ’s will, else some master passion, or some habit
or defect, will become a power to destroy. God will accept of nothing
short of the whole heart.”—Christian Education, p. 51.

b. 1 Corinthians 9:26-27 (26) I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so
fight I, not as one that beateth the air: (27) But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when [ have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway.
1 Corinthians 15:30-31 (30) And why stand we in jeopardy every hour?
(31) I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die
daily.
Mark 7:14-23 (14) And when he had called all the people unto him, he said
unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: (15) There 1s
nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the
things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. (16) If any
man have cars to hear, let him hear. (17) And when he was entered into the
house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. (18)
And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not
perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot
defile him; (19) Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and
gocth out into the draught, purging all meats? (20) And he said, That which
cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. (21) For from within, out of
the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
(22) Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, foolishness: (23) All these evil things come from within,
and defile the man.



2. Developing a Proper Perspective

a. What could likely be hindering our ability to serve God? Matthew
18:1-4.

“Self-will in us must die; Christ’s will alone must be obeyed. The
soldier in Christ’s army must learn to endure hardness, deny self, take
up the cross, and follow where His Captain leads the way. There are
many things to do which are trying to human nature, and painful to
flesh and blood. This work of self-subduing requires determined, con-
tinuous effort. In fighting the good fight of faith, obtaining precious
victories, we are laying hold of eternal life.”—The Youth’s Instructor,
December 22, 1886.

“Jesus gave His life for the life of the world, and He places an infi-
nite value upon man. He desires that man shall appreciate himself,
and consider his future well-being. . . . If the spiritual vision is clear,
unseen realities will be looked upon in their true value.”—Counsels on
Stewardship, p. 136.

a. Matthew 18:1-4 (1) At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus,
saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? (2) And Jesus called a
little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, (3) And said, Verily |
say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. (4) Whosoever therefore shall humble
himself as this little child, the same 1s greatest in the kingdom of heaven.



2. Developing a Proper Perspective

b. What needs to change that we may have a right relationship with
God? Matthew 6:24; Proverbs 8:13.

“Naturally we are self-centered and opinionated. But when we
learn the lessons that Christ desires to teach us, we become partak-
ers of His nature; henceforth we live His life. The wonderful exam-
ple of Christ, the matchless tenderness with which He entered into
the feelings of others, weeping with those who wept, rejoicing with
those who rejoiced, must have a deep influence upon the character
of all who follow Him in sincerity. By kindly words and acts they will
try to make the path easy for weary feet.”—The Ministry of Healing, pp.
157, 158.

“There are some who think that in matters of practical
Christianity they have a superior intelligence. Whether or not this is
so will be demonstrated by the life-actions. Are they self-centered, or
are they moved by the Holy Spirit of truth and righteousness?
Religion is to become a living, active principle. The one all-absorbing
motive of the true Christian is to give an expression of the goodness
and love of Christ.”—Loma Linda Messages, p. 318.

b. Matthew 6:24 (24) No man can serve two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Proverbs 8:13 (13) The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and
arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do [ hate.



3. We Are Servants Without a Merit

a. In seeking God, what should we keep in mind? James 4:6-10;
Luke 17:10.

“Jesus is officiating in the presence of God, offering up His shed
blood, as it had been a lamb slain. Jesus presents the oblation offered
for every offense and every shortcoming of the sinner.”—Selected
Messages, bk. 1, p. 344.

“When Christ died upon the cross of Calvary, the new and living
way was thrown open to Jew and Gentile alike.

“Angels rejoiced as the Saviour cried, ‘It is finished!” The great
plan of redemption was to be carried out. Through a life of obedience,
the sons of Adam might be exalted finally to the presence of God.”"—
The Story of Jesus, p. 147.

“Perfection through our own good works we can never attain. The
soul who sees Jesus by faith, repudiates his own righteousness. He sees
himself as incomplete, his repentance insufficient, his strongest faith
but feebleness, his most costly sacrifice as meager, and he sinks in
humility at the foot of the cross. But a voice speaks to him from the
oracles of God’s Word. In amazement he hears the message, ‘Ye are
complete in Him’ (Colossians 2:10). Now all is at rest in his soul. No
longer must he strive to find some worthiness in himself, some meri-
torious deed by which to gain the favor of God.”"—Faith and Works, p. 107.

a. James 4:6-10 (6) But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. (7) Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (8) Draw nigh
to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double minded. (9) Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep:
let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. (10)
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
Luke 17:10 (10) So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things
which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done
that which was our duty to do.



3. We Are Servants Without a Merit

b. What must we always remember about salvation? 1 Corinthians
1:27-31.

“The science of salvation is to be the burden of every sermon, the
theme of every song. Let it be poured forth in every supplication. Let
nothing be brought into the preaching of the Word to supplement
Christ, the Word and power of God. Let His name, the only name
given under heaven whereby we may be saved, be exalted in every
discourse, and from Sabbath to Sabbath let the trumpet of the watch-
men give a certain sound. Christ is the science and eloquence of the
gospel, and His ministers are to hold forth the Word of life, present-
ing hope to the penitent, peace to the troubled and desponding, and
grace and completeness and strength to the believing.”—The Voice in
Speech and Song, p. 337.

b. 1 Corinthians 1:27-31 (27) But God hath chosen the foolish things of
the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty; (28) And base things of the
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things
which are not, to bring to nought things that are: (29) That no flesh should
glory in his presence. (30) But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:
(31) That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the
Lord.



4. Gaining Deeper Perspective

a. What are we commanded to do with regard to our own spiritual
condition? Galatians 6:4; 2 Corinthians 13:5.

“A great many are likely to be deceived in regard to their spiritu-
al condition. In Christ we shall have the victory. In Him we have a
perfect Model. While He hated sin with a perfect hatred, He could
weep over the sinner. He possessed the divine nature, while He had
the humility of a little child. He had in His character that which we
must have in our characters, undeviating perseverance in the path of
duty, from which no obstacles or dangers could divert Him, while His
heart was so full of compassion that the woes of humanity touched
His heart with tenderest compassion.”—This Day With God, p. 279.

a. Galatians 6:4 (4) But let every man prove his own work, and then shall
he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

2 Corinthians 13:5 (5) Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ
1s in you, except ye be reprobates?



4. Gaining Deeper Perspective

b. How does God see us in relation to His law with its demands of
justice? Isaiah 63:5, 8, 9; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; Romans 5:8-10.

“The law of God had been broken. The divine government had
been dishonored, and justice demanded that the penalty of trans-
gression be paid.

“To save the race from eternal death, the Son of God volunteered
to bear the punishment of disobedience. Only by the humiliation of
the Prince of heaven could the dishonor be removed, justice be satis-
fied, and man be restored to that which he had forfeited by disobe-
dience. There was no other way. For an angel to come to this earth,
to pass over the ground where Adam stumbled and fell, would not
have sufficed. This could not have removed one stain of sin, or
brought to man one hour of probation.

“Christ, equal with God, the brightness of the Father’s ‘glory, and
the express image of his person’ (Hebrews 1:3), clothed His divinity
with humanity, and came to this earth to suffer and die for sinners.
The only-begotten Son of God humbled Himself, and became obedi-
ent unto death, even the death of the cross. By bearing in His body
the curse of sin, He placed happiness and immortality within the
reach of all. . . .

“When we realize that His suffering was necessary in order to
secure our eternal well-being, our hearts are touched and melted.”—
Selected Messages, bk. 1, pp. 308, 309.

b. Isaiah 63:5 (5) And I looked, and there was none to help; and I
wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought
salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.

Isaiah 63:8-9 (8) For he said, Surcly they are my people, children that will
not lie: so he was their Saviour. (9) In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he
redeemed them: and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.

1 Peter 1:18-19 (18) Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received
by tradition from your fathers; (19) But with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

Romans 5:8-10 (8) But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (9) Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. (10) For if,
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.



S. Pride in Contrast to Humility

a. What are the differences between pride, humility, and self-pity?
Daniel 4:29-33; James 4:13-16; Genesis 27:34.

“In self-love, self-exaltation, and pride, there is great weakness;
but in humility there is great strength. . . . In our separation from
God, in our pride and darkness, we are constantly seeking to elevate
ourselves, forgetting that lowliness of mind is power.”—The Signs of the
Times, October 21, 1897.

a. Daniel 4:29-33 (29) At the end of twelve months he walked in the
palace of the kingdom of Babylon. (30) The king spake, and said, Is not this
great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of
my power, and for the honour of my majesty? (31) While the word was in
the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king
Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee.
(32) And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the
beasts of the field: they shall make thee to cat grass as oxen, and seven times
shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. (33) The same hour
was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men,
and did cat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till
his hairs were grown like cagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.
James 4:13-16 (13) Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go
into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:
(14) Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapour, that appearcth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away. (15) For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do
this, or that. (16) But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is
evil.

Genesis 27:34 (34) And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried
with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even
me also, O my father.



5. Pride in Contrast to Humility

b. Why did God’s people fail to obey His will in times past?
Numbers 13:30-14:4; 1 Samuel 17:4-11, 24; 1 Kings 19:1-18. How

should we behave instead?

“Zeal and energy must be intensified; talents that are rusting from
inaction must be pressed into service. The voice that would say, ‘Wait;
do not allow yourself to have burdens imposed upon you,’ is the voice
of the cowardly spies. We want Calebs now who will press to the
front—chieftains in Israel who with courageous words will make a
strong report in favor of immediate action. When the selfish, ease-lov-
ing, panic-stricken people, fearing tall giants and inaccessible walls,
clamor for retreat, let the voice of the Calebs be heard, even though
the cowardly ones stand with stones in their hands, ready to beat
them down for their faithful testimony.”—Testimonies, vol. S, p. 383.

b. Numbers 13:30-33 (30) And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and
said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.
(31) But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against
the people: for they are stronger than we. (32) And they brought up an evil
report of the land which they had scarched unto the children of Isracl, saying,
The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that cateth up
the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great

stature. (33) And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of

the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in
their sight.

Numbers 14:4 (4) And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and
let us return into Egypt.

1 Samuel 17:4-11 (4) And there went out a champion out of the camp of the
Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span.
(5) And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a
coat of mail: and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of brass.
(6) And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between
his shoulders. (7) And the staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam; and
his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one bearing a
shield went before him. (8) And he stood and cried unto the armies of Isracl,
and said unto them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? am not |
a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you a man for you, and let him
come down to me. (9) If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will
we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye
be our servants, and serve us. (10) And the Philistine said, 1 defy the armies
of Isracl this day; give me a man, that we may fight together. (11) When
Saul and all Isracl heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed,
and greatly afraid.

1 Samuel 17:24 (24) And all the men of Isracl, when they saw the man, fled
from him, and were sore afraid.

1 Kings 19:1-18 (1) And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and
withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. (2) Then Jezebel
sent @ messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also,
if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.

(3) And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to
Beershebawhich belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. (4) But he
himself went a day's journcy into the wildemess, and came and sat down
under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said,
It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my
fathers. (5) And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an
angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and cat. (6) And he looked, and,
behold. there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head.
And he did cat and drink. and laid him down again. (7) And the angel of the
LORD came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and cat;
because the journey is too great for thee. (8) And he arose, and did cat and
drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto
Horeb the mount of God. (9) And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged
there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto him,
What doest thou here, Elijah? (10) And he said, I have been very jealous for
the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Isracl have forsaken thy
covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword;
and I, cven [ only, am left; and they seck my life, to take it away. (11) And
he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold,
the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and
brake in picces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the
wind: and after the wind an carthquake: but the LORD was not in the
carthquake: (12) And after the carthquake a fire: but the LORD was not in
the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. (13) And it was so, when Elijah
heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in
the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and
said, What doest thou here, Elijah? (14) And he said, 1 have been very
jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Isracl have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword; and 1, even | only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
(15) And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness
of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazacl to be king over Syria:
(16) And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Isracl: and
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in
thy room. (17) And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of
Hazacl shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall
Elisha slay. (18) Yet I have left me seven thousand in Isracl, all the knces
which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed
him,



PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

Of what must the Christian constantly beware?

How does one develop a proper perspective?

Are we deserving of salvation?

How do I stand in relation to the cross of Christ?

What do we too often forget about pride in opposition to humility?

il ol B Ll o



