Lesson 13 Sabbath, December 27, 2014

God Is Calling You!

“For many are called, but few are chosen.” “The Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come” (Matthew
22:14; Revelation 22:17).

“The Lord has sent His people to different parts of the globe . . .
that they may win souls from darkness to light. Their first work is to
bear the message, Christ the crucified one is our Saviour.”—The Review
and Sabbath Herald, August 15, 1899.

Suggested Reading: The Desire of Ages, pp. 824-828.



1. The Call of God

a. Does the commission that Christ gave to His disciples include all
the believers—or just some who have received special offices in
the church? Matthew 28:19, 20.

“The Saviour’s commission to the disciples included all the
believers. It includes all believers in Christ to the end of time. It is a
fatal mistake to suppose that the work of saving souls depends alone
on the ordained minister. All to whom the heavenly inspiration has
come are put in trust with the gospel. All who receive the life of
Christ are ordained to work for the salvation of their fellow men.”"—
The Desire of Ages, p. 822.

a. Matthew 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.



1. The Call of God

b. Must the light of the world shine only upon a certain number of
people or must it shine upon all human beings without distinc-
tion? John 1:9; 8:12; Matthew 24:14.

“Christ tears away the wall of partition, the dividing prejudice of
nationality, and teaches a love for all the human family. He lifts men
from the narrow circle which their selfishness prescribes; He abolish-
es all territorial lines and artificial distinctions of society. He makes
no difference between neighbors and strangers, friends and ene-
mies.”—Ibid., p. 823.

b. John 8:12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, | am
the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.



2. Diversities of Gifts of in God's Work

a. Why doesn’t God demand the same kind of service from all His
servants? 1 Corinthians 12:4-7.

“God asks us to give His service the first place in our lives, to
allow no day to pass without doing something to advance His work
in the earth. He does not expect from all the same kind of service.
One may be called to ministry in a foreign land; another may be
asked to give of his means for the support of gospel work. God accepts
the offering of each. It is the consecration of the life and all its inter-
ests, that is necessary. Those who make this consecration will hear
and obey the call of Heaven.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 221.

a. 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 Now there are diversities of gifts,
but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of
administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities
of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal.



2. Diversities of Gifts of in God's Work

b. When we are convinced that God is calling us to serve, what should
we answer? Isaiah 6:8.

“To everyone who becomes a partaker of His grace, the Lord
appoints a work for others. Individually we are to stand in our lot,
saying, ‘Here am I; send me.” Whether a man be a minister of the
Word or a physician, whether he be merchant or farmer, profession-
al man or mechanic, the responsibility rests upon him. It is his work
to reveal to others the gospel of their salvation. Every enterprise in
which he engages should be a means to this end.”—Ibid., p. 222.

b. Isaiah 6:8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying,
Whom shall | send, and who will go for us? Then said |, Here
am |; send me.



2. Diversities of Gifts of in God's Work

c. What did Jesus say about some who hesitated when the call came
to them? Matthew 19:23; Luke 9:59-62; 14:33. What should those
who lack self-discipline in their preparation for evangelistic
work understand?

“There must be men who will begin a work in the right way, and
hold to it and push it forward firmly. Everything must be done accord-
ing to a well-matured plan, and with system. God has entrusted His
sacred work to men, and He asks that they shall do it carefully.
Regularity in all things is essential. Never be late to an appointment. In
no department or office should time be lost in unnecessary conversa-
tions. The work of God requires things which it does not receive,
because men do not learn from the God of wisdom.”—Evangelism, p. 649.

C. Matthew 19:23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily
| say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the
kingdom of heaven.

Luke 9:59-62 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said,
Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus said

unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach
the kingdom of God. 61 And another also said, Lord, | will

follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at
home at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No man,
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.

Luke 14:33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.



3. Overcoming Discouragement

a. What question does God put to hesitant or discouraged Christians?
1 Kings 19:9.

“Much depends on the unceasing activity of those who are true
and loyal, and for this reason Satan puts forth every possible effort to
thwart the divine purpose to be wrought out through the obedient.
He causes some to lose sight of their high and holy mission, and to
become satisfied with the pleasures of this life. He leads them to set-
tle down at ease, or, for the sake of greater worldly advantages, to
remove from places where they might be a power for good. Others he
causes to flee in discouragement from duty, because of opposition or
persecution. But all such are regarded by Heaven with tenderest pity.
To every child of God whose voice the enemy of souls had succeeded
in silencing, the question is addressed, ‘What doest thou here?’ |
commissioned you to go into all the world and preach the gospel, to
prepare a people for the day of God. Why are you here? Who sent
you?”—Prophets and Kings, pp. 171, 172.

a. 1 Kings 19:9 And he came thither unto a cave, and
lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him,
and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?



3. Overcoming Discouragement

b. When we realize what salvation means to us, how will we be able

to view the vast needs of those around us? 2 Corinthians 5:14, 19,
20.

“Those who realize, even in a limited degree, what redemption
means to them and to their fellow men, will comprehend in some
measure the vast needs of humanity. Their hearts will be moved to
compassion as they see the moral and spiritual destitution of thou-
sands who are under the shadow of a terrible doom, in comparison
with which physical suffering fades into nothingness.

“Of families, as of individuals, the question is asked, ‘What doest
thou here?” In many churches there are families well instructed in the
truths of God’s word, who might widen the sphere of their influence
by moving to places in need of the ministry they are capable of giv-
ing. God calls for Christian families to go into the dark places of the
earth and work wisely and perseveringly for those who are enshroud-
ed in spiritual gloom. To answer this call requires self-sacrifice. While
many are waiting to have every obstacle removed, souls are dying,
without hope and without God.”"—Ibid., pp. 172, 173.

b. 2 Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all
dead:
2 Corinthians 5:19-20 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them;
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye
reconciled to God.



4. Overcoming Indifference

a. Besides discouragement, what other danger lies at our door?
Revelation 3:15.

“The message to the Laodicean church reveals our condition as a
people.”—The SDA Bible Commentary, [E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p.
961.

“The fervor of the love of God is wanting in their hearts, but it is
this very fervor of love that makes God’s people the light of the
world.”—Ibid.

“Halfhearted Christians are worse than infidels; for their decep-
tive words and noncommittal position lead many astray. The infidel
shows his colors. The lukewarm Christian deceives both parties. He is
neither a good worldling nor a good Christian. Satan uses him to do
a work that no one else can do.”—lIbid., p. 963.

a. Revelation 3:15 | know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot.



4. Overcoming Indifference

b. How can we as individual believers find the way out of the
Laodicean indifference? Acts 3:19, 20; Revelation 3:18, 19.

“When the work of repentance is earnest and deep, the individ-
ual members of the church will buy the rich goods of heaven.
[Revelation 3:18 quoted.]”—Ibid., p. 961.

“The true Witness presents encouragements to all who are seek-
ing to walk in the path of humble obedience, through faith in His
name. He declares, ‘To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne.” . ..

“He who is the divine Head of the church, the mightiest of con-
querors, would point His followers to His life, . . . that they might be
encouraged to press on toward the mark for the prize and reward of
the overcomer. Victory is assured through faith and obedience.”—
Ibid., p. 966.

b. Acts 3:19-20 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord; 20 And he shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:

Revelation 3:18-19 | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see. 19 As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent.



4. Overcoming Indifference

c. What sentence will be pronounced on those who decide to
remain indifferent? Revelation 3:16, 17; Matthew 24:48-51.

C. Revelation 3:16-17 So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my mouth. 17
Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

Matthew 24:48-51 But and if that evil servant shall say in his
heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 49 And shall begin to smite
his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 50
The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not
for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 51 And shall cut
him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites:
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



5. Home At Last!

a. What will Christ say to the overcomers who have taken an active
part in the work of saving souls? Matthew 25:34.

a. Matthew 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world:



5. Home At Last!

b. What reward is promised to the redeemed saints? John 14:1-3; 1
John 3:2.

“Glorious will be the reward bestowed when the faithful workers
gather about the throne of God and of the Lamb. When John in his
mortal state beheld the glory of God, he fell as one dead; he was not able
to endure the sight. But when the children of God shall have put on
immortality, they will ‘see him as he is’ (1 John 3:2). They will stand
before the throne, accepted in the Beloved. All their sins have been blot-
ted out, all their transgressions borne away. Now they can look upon the
undimmed glory of the throne of God."—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 355.

b. John 14:1-3 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to
prepare a place for you. 3 And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where |
am, there ye may be also.

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.



5. Home At Last!

c.  What surprises will the saints have in heaven? 1 Corinthians 2:9.

“A Christian once said that when he reached heaven he expected
to meet with three causes of wonder. He would wonder to find some
that he did not expect to see there. He would wonder not to see some
that he expected to meet, and, lastly, he would wonder most to find
so unworthy a sinner as himself in the Paradise of God.”"—The Faith I
Live By, p. 370.

C. 1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.



PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1z

Explain the far-reaching extent of the Great Commission.

2. When we truly realize what salvation means to us, how will we be

W

able to view the vast needs of those around us?

What question does God put to hesitant or discouraged Christians?
How can we be overcomers in the period of Laodicea?

What factors compose the eternal joy awaiting successful soul winners?



