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Lesson 1 - Sabbath January 7, 2017
Abraham’s Calling

“I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing” (Genesis 12:2).

“Abraham had grown up in the midst of superstition and heathenism. . . . But the 
true faith was not to become extinct. God has ever preserved a remnant to serve 
Him.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 125.

Suggested Reading: Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 125–131.
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Sunday, January 1
1. GOD CALLS ABRAHAM

a. What did God call Abraham to do, and who went with him? Genesis 
12:1–4; Acts 7:4.

“After the dispersion from Babel idolatry again became well-nigh universal, and 
the Lord finally left the hardened transgressors to follow their evil ways, while He 
chose Abraham, of the line of Shem, and made him the keeper of His law for 
future generations.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 125.

Genesis 12:1-4: 1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will 
shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. 4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and 
Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed 
out of Haran.
Acts 7:4: Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: 
and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, 
wherein ye now dwell.  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Sunday, January 1
1. GOD CALLS ABRAHAM

b. Why didn’t God immediately tell Abraham the place where He was 
calling him to go? Hebrews 11:8. What decision did Abraham have to 
make in obeying God’s call? Genesis 12:1; Matthew 10:34–38.

“Abraham’s unquestioning obedience is one of the most striking evidences of 
faith to be found in all the Bible. . . . It was no light test that was thus brought 
upon Abraham, no small sacrifice that was required of him. There were strong ties 
to bind him to his country, his kindred, and his home. But he did not hesitate to 
obey the call. He had no question to ask concerning the land of promise. . . . God 
had spoken, and His servant must obey; the happiest place on earth for him was 
the place where God would have him to be.”—Ibid., p. 126.

Hebrews 11:8: By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went.
Genesis 12:1: Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew 
thee:
Matthew 10:34-38: 34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a sword. 35 For I am come to set a man at variance against 
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against 
her mother in law. 36 And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 37 He 
that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not his 
cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  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Monday, January 2
2. THE PROMISES

a. What initial promises did God make to Abraham? Genesis 12:2, 3.

“It was for the purpose of bringing the best gifts of Heaven to all the peoples of 
earth that God called Abraham out from his idolatrous kindred and bade him 
dwell in the land of Canaan. ‘I will make of thee a great nation,’ He said, ‘and I 
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing’ (Genesis 
12:2). It was a high honor to which Abraham was called—that of being the father 
of the people who for centuries were to be the guardians and preservers of the 
truth of God to the world, the people through whom all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed in the advent of the promised Messiah.
“Men had well-nigh lost the knowledge of the true God. Their minds were 
darkened by idolatry. For the divine statutes, which are ‘holy, and just, and 
good’ (Romans 7:12), men were endeavoring to substitute laws in harmony with 
the purposes of their own cruel, selfish hearts. Yet God in His mercy did not blot 
them out of existence. He purposed to give them opportunity for becoming 
acquainted with Him through His church. He designed that the principles revealed 
through His people should be the means of restoring the moral image of God in 
man.”—Prophets and Kings, pp. 15, 16.

Hebrews 12:2-3: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed.  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Monday, January 2
2. THE PROMISES

b. Which land did God promise to Abraham and his seed? Genesis 12:5–7; 
13:14–18.

Genesis 12:5-7: 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and 
all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in 
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of 
Canaan they came. 6 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of 
Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 7 And 
the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and 
there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.
Genesis 13:14-18: 14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was 
separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou 
art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 15 For all the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 16 And I will make 
thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, 
then shall thy seed also be numbered. 17 Arise, walk through the land in the 
length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 18 Then Abram 
removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, 
and built there an altar unto the LORD.  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Monday, January 2
2. THE PROMISES

c. What is significant about Abraham and his children living in tents? 
Hebrews 11:9, 10, 13–16. What similar attitude are we called to adopt? 2 
Peter 3:11–14.

“Let us strive to be Christians (Christ-like) in every sense of the word, and let our 
dress, conversation and actions preach that Christ is formed within, the hope of 
glory, and that we are looking for that blessed hope and glorious appearing of 
Jesus. Let us show to those around us that this world is not our home, that we are 
pilgrims and strangers here.”—The Review and Herald, June 10, 1852.

Hebrews 11:9-10: 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 
same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.
Hebrews 11:13-16: 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, 
but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that 
say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had 
been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath 
prepared for them a city.
2 Peter 3:11-14: 11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 
Looking for and* hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13 
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and 
blameless.  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Tuesday, January 3
3. LOT’S GREAT MISTAKE

a. What temptation did Lot fall into as he journeyed to the Promised Land 
with Abraham? Genesis 13:5–11; 1 John 2:16, 17.

“The most fertile region in all Palestine was the Jordan Valley, reminding the 
beholders of the lost Paradise and equaling the beauty and productiveness of the 
Nile-enriched plains they had so lately left.
. . . Dazzled with visions of worldly gain, Lot overlooked the moral and spiritual 
evils that would be encountered [in the crowded marts of the wealthy and 
beautiful cities]. The inhabitants of the plain were ‘sinners before the Lord 
exceedingly;’ but of this he was ignorant, or, knowing, gave it but little weight. He 
‘chose him all the plain of Jordan,’ and ‘pitched his tent toward Sodom’ (Genesis 
13:11, 12). How little did he foresee the terrible results of that selfish choice!”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 133.
Genesis 13:5-11: 5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, 
and tents. 6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell 
together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell together. 7 
And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herdmen of 
Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 8 And 
Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and 
between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 9 Is not the whole land 
before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, 
then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the 
left. 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was 
well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, 
even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 
11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they 
separated themselves the one from the other.
1 John 2:16-17: 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever.  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Tuesday, January 3
3. LOT’S GREAT MISTAKE

b. What is the devil seeking to achieve through the lust of the eyes? Mark 
4:18, 19; Matthew 4:8–10.

“If the claims and cares of the world are allowed to engross all our time and 
attention, our spiritual powers weaken and die because they are not exercised.”—
This Day With God, p. 87.

Mark 4:18-19: 18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear 
the word,19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the* 
lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.
Matthew 4:8-10: 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  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Tuesday, January 3
3. LOT’S GREAT MISTAKE

c. How can the place where we choose to pitch our tent potentially destroy 
our spiritual life and that of our families? Genesis 13:12, 13; 19:1, 12–16.

“Many . . . in selecting a home . . . look more to the temporal advantages they may 
gain than to the moral and social influences that will surround themselves and 
their families. They choose a beautiful and fertile country, or remove to some 
flourishing city, in the hope of securing greater prosperity; but their children are 
surrounded by temptation, and too often they form associations that are 
unfavorable to the development of piety and the formation of a right character. 
The atmosphere of lax morality, of unbelief, of indifference to religious things, 
has a tendency to counteract the influence of the parents. . . . Many form 
attachments for infidels and unbelievers, and cast in their lot with the enemies of 
God.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 168, 169.
Genesis 13:12-13: 12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in 
the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 13 But the men of 
Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.
Genesis 19:1: And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the 
gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself 
with his face toward the ground;
Genesis 19:2-16: 12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son 
in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, 
bring them out of this place: 13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of 
them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to 
destroy it. 14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his 
daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this 
city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. 15 And when the 
morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy 
two daughters, which* are here; lest thou be consumed in the* iniquity of the city. 
16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of 
his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto 
him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.  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Wednesday, January 4
4. SINFUL SURROUNDINGS

a. What should we learn from the experience of Lot’s wife? Genesis 19:26; 
Luke 17:28–33.

“[Lot’s wife] rebelled against God because His judgments involved her 
possessions and her children in the ruin. . . .
“The invitations of mercy are addressed to all; and because our friends reject the 
Saviour’s pleading love, shall we also turn away? The redemption of the soul is 
precious. Christ has paid an infinite price for our salvation, and no one who 
appreciates the value of this great sacrifice or the worth of the soul will despise 
God’s offered mercy because others choose to do so.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, 
pp. 161, 162.

Genesis 19:26: But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a 
pillar of salt.
Luke 19:28-33: 28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 29 But the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. 31 In 
that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him 
not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not 
return back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife. 33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life 
shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.  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Wednesday, January 4
4. SINFUL SURROUNDINGS

b. Even though the daughters of Lot escaped Sodom, how had their morals 
become corrupted? Genesis 19:30–38; Leviticus 18:6, 7.

“Lot made his way to the mountains and abode in a cave, stripped of all for which 
he had dared to subject his family to the influences of a wicked city. But the curse 
of Sodom followed him even here. The sinful conduct of his daughters was the 
result of the evil associations of that vile place. Its moral corruption had become 
so interwoven with their character that they could not distinguish between good 
and evil. Lot’s only posterity, the Moabites and Ammonites, were vile, idolatrous 
tribes, rebels against God.”—Ibid., pp. 167, 168.
Genesis 19:30-38: 30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, 
and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a 
cave, he and his two daughters. 31 And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our 
father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the 
manner of all the earth: 32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will 
lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 33 And they made their 
father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; 
and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 34 And it came to 
pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay 
yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go 
thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 35 And they 
made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with 
him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 36 Thus were 
both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. 37 And the firstborn bare a 
son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this 
day. 38 And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the 
same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.
Leviticus 18:6-7: 6 None of you shall approach to any that is* near of kin to him, 
to uncover their nakedness: I am the LORD. 7 The nakedness of thy father, or the 
nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not uncover: she is thy mother; thou shalt not 
uncover her nakedness.  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Wednesday, January 4
4. SINFUL SURROUNDINGS

c. In these last days, where is the safest place to pitch our tents as we 
journey to the Promised Land, and why? Genesis 2:7, 8; Jude 5–7.

“So long as God gives me power to speak to our people, I shall continue to call 
upon parents to leave the cities and get homes in the country, where they can 
cultivate the soil and learn from the book of nature the lessons of purity and 
simplicity. The things of nature are the Lord’s silent ministers, given to us to teach 
us spiritual truths. They speak to us of the love of God and declare the wisdom of 
the great Master Artist.”—The Adventist Home, pp. 146, 147.

Genesis 2:7-8: 7 And the LORD God formed man* of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 8 And 
the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed.
Jude 1:5-7: 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, 
how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 
destroyed them that believed not. 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, 
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and 
the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and 
going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire.  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Thursday, January 5
5. MAKING OUR CALLING SURE

a. As we have been called to the Promised Land as Abraham was called, of 
what should we be mindful? 2 Peter 1:10, 11; Matthew 22:14.

“None need lose eternal life. Everyone who chooses daily to learn of the heavenly 
Teacher will make his calling and election sure. Let us humble our hearts before 
God and follow on to know Him whom to know aright is life eternal. . . .
“We cannot afford to allow anything to separate us from God and heaven. In this 
life we must be partakers of the divine nature. Brethren and sisters, you have only 
one life to live. O let it be a life of virtue, a life hid with Christ in God!”—In 
Heavenly Places, p. 29.

2 Peter 1:10-11: 10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11 For so 
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Matthew 22:14: For many are called, but few are chosen.  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Thursday, January 5
5. MAKING OUR CALLING SURE

b. Who only will make it to the Promised Land? Revelation 17:14; Hebrews 
3:12–14.

“The work of conquering evil is to be done through faith. Those who go into the 
battlefield will find that they must put on the whole armor of God. The shield of 
faith will be their defense and will enable them to be more than conquerors. 
Nothing else will avail but this—faith in the Lord of hosts, and obedience to His 
orders. Vast armies furnished with every other facility will avail nothing in the last 
great conflict. Without faith, an angel host could not help. Living faith alone will 
make them invincible and enable them to stand in the evil day, steadfast, 
unmovable, holding the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end.”—
Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, pp. 182, 183.

Revelation 17:14: These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with 
him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
Hebrews 3:12-14: 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort one another daily, 
while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end;
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Thursday, January 5
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What does it mean to love our families more than we love Christ?

2. How can we tell if we are pilgrims and strangers today?

3. Explain how the place where we choose to live can affect our destiny.

4. What are the dangers of living in close quarters to sinful cities?

5. Why not everyone called is also chosen?  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Lesson 2 - Sabbath January 14, 2017
The Faith of Abraham

“[Abraham] believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness” (Genesis 15:6).

“Our souls may be trained to believe, taught to rely upon the Word of God.”—Our 
High Calling, p. 119.

Suggested Reading: Testimonies, vol. 6, pp. 91–99.
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Sunday, January 8
1. ABRAHAM’S GREATEST CONCERN

a. What was Abraham’s greatest concern regarding the promises of God? 
Genesis 12:7; 15:1–3.

“As Abraham had no son, he at first thought that his trusty servant, Eliezer, should 
become his son by adoption, and his heir. But God informed Abraham that his 
servant should not be his son and heir, but that he should really have a son.”—The 
Story of Redemption, p. 77.

Genesis 12:7: And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will 
I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto 
him.
Genesis 15:1-3: 1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a 
vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 
2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and 
the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, 
to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.  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Sunday, January 8
1. ABRAHAM’S GREATEST CONCERN

b. How did God reassure Abraham that He had not forgotten His promise? 
Genesis 15:4, 5; Isaiah 55:10, 11.

“God desires us to receive great blessings. His promises are so clearly stated that 
there is no cause for uncertainty. He desires us to take Him at His word. At times 
we shall be in great perplexity and not know just what to do. But at such times it 
is our privilege to take our Bibles and read the messages He has given us; and 
then get down on our knees and ask Him to help us. Over and over again He has 
given evidence that He is a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God. He fulfills 
His promises in far greater measure than we expect to receive help. . . .
“Wherever we are, we are under obligation as disciples of our Lord and Master, to 
anchor our faith in the promises of God.”—The Watchman, May 1, 1914.

Genesis 15:4-5: 4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 
This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels 
shall be thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, 
So shall thy seed be.
Isaiah 55:10-11: 10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it.  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Monday, January 9
2. FULLY PERSUADED

a. Why did Abraham decide to believe in God’s promise of a child? Genesis 
15:6 (first part); Romans 4:20, 21.

“That faith which works by love and purifies the soul is not a matter of impulse. It 
ventures out upon the promises of God, firmly believing that what He has said, He 
is able also to perform.”—Our High Calling, p. 119.
“[Philippians 4:4–7 quoted.] The promise itself is of no value unless I fully 
believe that He that has made the promise is abundantly able to fulfill, and infinite 
in power to do all that He has said.”—This Day With God, p. 156.

Genesis 15:6: And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness.
Romans 4:20-21: 20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being fully persuaded that, 
what he had promised, he was able also to perform.  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Monday, January 9
2. FULLY PERSUADED

b. What was his reward for believing in God’s promise? Genesis 15:6 (last 
part); Romans 4:22.

“The moment the sinner believes in Christ, he stands in the sight of God 
uncondemned; for the righteousness of Christ is his: Christ’s perfect obedience is 
imputed to him. But he must cooperate with divine power, and put forth his 
human effort to subdue sin, and stand complete in Christ.”—Fundamentals of 
Christian Education, pp. 429, 430.
“We may rest upon God, not because of our own merit, but because the 
righteousness of Christ is imputed to us. We must look away from self to the 
spotless Lamb of God, who did no sin; and by looking to Him in faith we shall 
become like Him.”—Gospel Workers (1892), p. 427.

Genesis 15:6: And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness.
Romans 4:22: And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
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Monday, January 9
2. FULLY PERSUADED

c. When is faith truly exercised? Hebrews 11:1; Habakkuk 2:3.

“To abide in faith is to put aside feeling and selfish desires, to walk humbly with 
the Lord, to appropriate His promises, and apply them to all occasions, believing 
that God will work out His own plans and purposes in your heart and life by the 
sanctification of your character; it is to rely entirely, to trust implicitly, upon the 
faithfulness of God. If this course is followed, others will see the special fruits of 
the Spirit manifested in the life and character.”—Fundamentals of Christian 
Education, pp. 341, 342.

Hebrews 11:1: Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.
Habakkuk 2:3: For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will 
not tarry.
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Tuesday, January 10
3. GOD JUSTIFIES THE UNGODLY

a. What shows us that Abraham was a sinner in need of justification? 
Romans 3:9–12, 23; Genesis 12:11–20.

“During his stay in Egypt, Abraham gave evidence that he was not free from 
human weakness and imperfection. In concealing the fact that Sarah was his wife, 
he betrayed a distrust of the divine care, a lack of that lofty faith and courage so 
often and nobly exemplified in his life.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 130.
Romans 3:9-12: 9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we 
have before* proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10 As it 
is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of 
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one.
Romans 3:23: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Genesis 12:11-20: 11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into 
Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair 
woman to look upon: 12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall 
see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will 
save thee alive. 13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me 
for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 14 And it came to pass, that, 
when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was 
very fair. 15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before 
Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And he entreated 
Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and 
menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels. 17 And the LORD 
plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram’s wife.
18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto 
me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? 19 Why saidst thou, She is 
my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, 
take her, and go thy way. 20 And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: 
and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.  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Tuesday, January 10
3. GOD JUSTIFIES THE UNGODLY

b. What does the Bible say about the justification of Abraham before God? 
Romans 4:1–8; 3:28.

“Our acceptance with God is sure only through His beloved Son, and good works 
are but the result of the working of His sin-pardoning love. They are no credit to 
us, and we have nothing accorded to us for our good works by which we may 
claim a part in the salvation of our souls. Salvation is God’s free gift to the 
believer, given to him for Christ’s sake alone. The troubled soul may find peace 
through faith in Christ, and his peace will be in proportion to his faith and trust. 
He cannot present his good works as a plea for the salvation of his soul.”—The 
SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p. 1122.
“Remember that Christ came into the world to save sinners. We have nothing to 
recommend us to God; the plea that we may urge now and ever is our utterly 
helpless condition, which makes His redeeming power a necessity. Renouncing all 
self-dependence, we may look to the cross of Calvary.”—The Ministry of 
Healing, p. 65.

Romans 4:1-8: 1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining 
to the flesh, hath found? 2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath 
whereof to glory; but not before God. 3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 4 Now to him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5 But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness. 6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, 
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7 Saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8 Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute sin.
Romans 3:28: Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law.  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Tuesday, January 10
3. GOD JUSTIFIES THE UNGODLY

c. What happens to an ungodly human when he or she chooses to believe 
whole heartedly in God? Romans 6:17, 18; 10:9, 10; 1:17.

“The moment we surrender ourselves to God, believing in Jesus, we have the 
righteousness of Christ. We realize that we have been redeemed from sin and 
appreciate His sacrifice to purchase our freedom.”—Manuscript Releases, vol. 5, 
p. 34.

Romans 6:17-18: 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine* which was delivered you. 18 
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
Romans 10:9-10: 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Romans 1:17: For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.  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Wednesday, January 11
4. A SIGN OF CONVERSION

a. What outward act did Abraham perform to demonstrate his internal 
change? Genesis 17:10, 11; Romans 4:11.

“The rite of circumcision . . . was to be observed by the patriarch [Abraham] and 
his descendants as a token that they were devoted to the service of God and thus 
separated from idolaters, and that God accepted them as His peculiar treasure. By 
this rite they were pledged to fulfill, on their part, the conditions of the covenant 
made with Abraham. They were not to contract marriages with the heathen; for by 
so doing they would lose their reverence for God and His holy law; they would be 
tempted to engage in the sinful practices of other nations and would be seduced 
into idolatry.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 138.

Genesis 17:10-11: 10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and 
you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 11 
And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the 
covenant betwixt me and you.
Romans 4:11: And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be 
the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that 
righteousness might be imputed unto them also:  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Wednesday, January 11
4. A SIGN OF CONVERSION

b. What outward act did Abraham perform to demonstrate his internal 
change? Genesis 17:10, 11; Romans 4:11.

“The rite of circumcision . . . was to be observed by the patriarch [Abraham] and 
his descendants as a token that they were devoted to the service of God and thus 
separated from idolaters, and that God accepted them as His peculiar treasure. By 
this rite they were pledged to fulfill, on their part, the conditions of the covenant 
made with Abraham. They were not to contract marriages with the heathen; for by 
so doing they would lose their reverence for God and His holy law; they would be 
tempted to engage in the sinful practices of other nations and would be seduced 
into idolatry.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 138.

Genesis 17:10-11: 10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and 
you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 11 
And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the 
covenant betwixt me and you.
Romans 4:11: And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be 
the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that 
righteousness might be imputed unto them also:  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Wednesday, January 11
4. A SIGN OF CONVERSION

c. Why is it essential to understand that Abraham was accounted righteous 
before he became circumcised? Romans 4:8–12; 2:28, 29.

“Righteousness is obedience to the law. The law demands right-eousness, and this the 
sinner owes to the law; but he is incapable of rendering it. The only way in which he 
can attain to righteousness is through faith. By faith he can bring to God the merits of 
Christ, and the Lord places the obedience of His Son to the sinner’s account. Christ’s 
righteousness is accepted in place of man’s failure, and God receives, pardons, 
justifies, the repentant, believing soul, treats him as though he were righteous, and 
loves him as He loves His Son. . . .
“Many are losing the right way, in consequence of thinking that they must climb to 
heaven, that they must do something to merit the favor of God. They seek to make 
themselves better by their own unaided efforts. This they can never accomplish. Christ 
has made the way by dying our Sacrifice, by living our Example, by becoming our 
great High Priest. He declares, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life’ (John 14:6). If by 
any effort of our own we could advance one step toward the ladder, the words of Christ 
would not be true. But when we accept Christ, good works will appear as fruitful 
evidence that we are in the way of life, that Christ is our way, and that we are treading 
the true path that leads to heaven.”—Faith and Works, pp. 101, 102.
Romans 4:8-12: 8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 9 Cometh 
this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for 
we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 10 How was it then 
reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, 
but in uncircumcision. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the 
father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness 
might be imputed unto them also: 12 And the father of circumcision to them who are 
not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father 
Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.
Romans 2:28-29: 28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: 29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is 
not of men, but of God.  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Thursday, January 12
5. CIRCUMCISED WITHIN

a. Before we are baptized with water (the New Covenant act that replaces 
circumcision), what must first take place within? John 3:5–8; Colossians 
2:10–13.

“All who enter upon the new life should understand, prior to their baptism, that 
the Lord requires the undivided affections. . . . The bearing of fruit testifies to the 
character of the tree. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit. . . . There is need of 
a thorough conversion to the truth.”—Evangelism, p. 308.
“Every soul united to Christ will be a living missionary to all around him.”—Ibid., 
p. 319.

John 3:5-8: 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.
Colossians 2:10-13: 10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power: 11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the 
dead. 13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  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Thursday, January 12
5. CIRCUMCISED WITHIN

b. What happens to Christians who rely solely on the outward act of 
baptism in order to be saved, as the Jews relied on circumcision? Romans 
10:1–3; Matthew 23:25–28.

“Your connection with the church, the manner in which your brethren regard you, 
will be of no avail unless you believe in Christ. It is not enough to believe about 
Him; you must believe in Him. You must rely wholly upon His saving grace.”—
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 49.
“The Lord has a work for us all to do. And if the truth is not rooted in the heart, if 
the natural traits of character are not transformed by the Holy Spirit, we can never 
be colaborers with Jesus Christ. Self will constantly appear, and the character of 
Christ will not be manifested in our lives.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. 
White Comments], vol. 7, p. 969.

Romans 10:1-3: 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.
Matthew 23:25-28: 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of 
extortion and excess. 26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the 
cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27 Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which 
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of 
all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but 
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.  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Friday, January 13
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How can we have confidence in God’s promises?

2. What does it mean to be persuaded in God’s word?

3. What gracious blessing is ours when we surrender to God?

4. What does circumcision symbolize?

5. What is more important, baptism within or without? 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Lesson 3 - Sabbath January 21, 2017
The Promised Seed

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Galatians 
3:16).

“The gift to Abraham and his seed included not merely the land of Canaan but the 
whole earth.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 170.

Suggested Reading:  Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 145–155.
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Sunday, January 15
1. THE SEED OF PROMISE

a. Even though Abraham asked God for one seed to be his heir, how many 
children did God promise to bless him with? Genesis 13:15, 16; 15:2–5.

Genesis 13:15-16: 15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed for ever. 16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if 
a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.
Genesis 15:2-5: 2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I 
go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 3 And 
Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house 
is mine heir. 4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This 
shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall 
be thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, 
So shall thy seed be.  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Sunday, January 15
1. THE SEED OF PROMISE

b. How does the apostle Paul reveal that God’s promises made to Abraham 
were to be realized through one very special seed, Jesus Christ? Genesis 
17:1–8; Galatians 3:16; Hebrews 2:14–16.

“Plain and specific prophecies had been given regarding the appearance of the 
Promised One. To Adam was given an assurance of the coming of the Redeemer. 
The sentence pronounced on Satan, ‘I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel’ (Genesis 3:15), was to our first parents a promise of the 
redemption to be wrought out through Christ.
“To Abraham was given the promise that of his line the Saviour of the world 
should come: ‘In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.’ ‘He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 
Christ’ (Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16).”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 222.

Genesis 17:1-8: 1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD 
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will 
multiply thee exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, 
saying, 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father 
of many nations. 5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy 
name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.
6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and 
kings shall come out of thee. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 
a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy 
seed after thee, the land* wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for 
an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
Galatians 3:16: Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.

(VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Hebrews 2:14-16: 14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For verily 
he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.  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Monday, January 16
2. THE BIRTH OF THE PROMISED SEED

a. How do we know that Abraham was aware that the promises were to 
come through a very special seed, Jesus Christ? John 8:56.

“[Abraham] was given a view of the divine sacrifice for sin. Of this sacrifice he 
had an illustration in his own experience. . . . Upon the altar of sacrifice he laid the 
son of promise, the son in whom his hopes were centered. . . .
“Abraham learned of God the greatest lesson ever given to mortal. His prayer that 
he might see Christ before he should die was answered. He saw Christ; he saw all 
that mortal can see, and live. By making an entire surrender, he was able to 
understand the vision of Christ, which had been given him. He was shown that in 
giving His only-begotten Son to save sinners from eternal ruin, God was making a 
greater and more wonderful sacrifice than ever man could make.”—The Desire of 
Ages, pp. 468, 469.

Genesis 8:56: Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and 
was glad. 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Monday, January 16
2. THE BIRTH OF THE PROMISED SEED

b. Seeing that Sarah was past the age of child-bearing, what did Abraham 
and Sarah need before they could have a child? Genesis 17:15–19; 18:9–
14; Mark 10:27.

“I would that all could realize what possibilities and probabilities there are for all 
who make Christ their sufficiency and their trust. The life hid with Christ in God 
ever has a refuge; he can say, ‘I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me’ (Philippians 4:13).”—Country Living, p. 28.

Genesis 17:15-19: 15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou 
shalt not call her name Sarai, but* Sarah shall her name be. 16 And I will bless 
her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, 
and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an 
hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18 And 
Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 19 And God said, 
Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: 
and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with 
his seed after him.
Genesis 18:9-14: 9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, 
Behold, in the tent. 10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to 
the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the 
tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well 
stricken in age;and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 
Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also? 13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, 
Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 
14 Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto 
thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.
Mark 10:27: And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but 
not with God: for with God all things are possible.  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Monday, January 16
2. THE BIRTH OF THE PROMISED SEED

c. In what ways did the miracle birth of Isaac symbolize the miracle birth of 
the promised seed, Jesus Christ? Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18–23.

“The birth of a son to Zacharias, like the birth of the child of Abraham, and that of 
Mary, was to teach a great spiritual truth, a truth that we are slow to learn and 
ready to forget. In ourselves we are incapable of doing any good thing; but that 
which we cannot do will be wrought by the power of God in every submissive and 
believing soul. It was through faith that the child of promise was given. It is 
through faith that spiritual life is begotten, and we are enabled to do the works of 
righteousness.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 98.

Isaiah 7:14: Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Matthew 1:18-23: 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his 
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily. 20 
But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 
thy wife: for that which is* conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 21 And she shall 
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name* JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from their sins. 22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and* they shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us.
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Tuesday, January 17
3. DEATH OF THE PROMISED SEED

a. Describe how God predicted the death of the promised seed, Jesus Christ, 
through the sacrifice of Isaac. Genesis 22:1–3, 9–13; Romans 8:31, 32; 
Isaiah 53:4–7.

“The ram offered in the place of Isaac represented the Son of God, who was to be 
sacrificed in our stead. When man was doomed to death by transgression of the 
law of God, the Father, looking upon His Son, said to the sinner, ‘Live: I have 
found a ransom.’
“It was to impress Abraham’s mind with the reality of the gospel, as well as to test 
his faith, that God commanded him to slay his son. The agony which he endured 
during the dark days of that fearful trial was permitted that he might understand 
from his own experience something of the greatness of the sacrifice made by the 
infinite God for man’s redemption. No other test could have caused Abraham such 
torture of soul as did the offering of his son. God gave His Son to a death of 
agony and shame. The angels who witnessed the humiliation and soul anguish of 
the Son of God were not permitted to interpose, as in the case of Isaac. There was 
no voice to cry, ‘It is enough.’ To save the fallen race, the King of glory yielded up 
His life. What stronger proof can be given of the infinite compassion and love of 
God?”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 154.

(VERSES ON NEXT PAGE) 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Genesis 22:1-3: 1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said,* Behold, here I am. 2 And he 
said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into 
the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of. 3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, 
and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, 
and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of 
which God had told him.
Genesis 22:9-13: 9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, 
and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched forth his 
hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 11 And the angel of the LORD called unto 
him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And 
he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for 
now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son from me. 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took 
the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
Romans 8:31-32: 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, 
who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?
Isaiah 53:4-7: 4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we 
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his* stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath* laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  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Tuesday, January 17
3. DEATH OF THE PROMISED SEED

b. What was significant about the expression “thine only son” as God spoke 
to Abraham? Genesis 22:2; Mark 1:11; 1 John 4:9.

“Our heavenly Father surrendered His beloved Son to the agonies of the 
crucifixion. . . . God’s dear Son, the world’s Redeemer, was insulted, mocked at, 
derided, and tortured, until He bowed His head in death. What greater proof can 
the Infinite One give us of His divine love and pity? [Romans 8:32 quoted].”—
That I May Know Him, p. 20.
“Let us, then, cheerfully suffer something for Jesus’ sake, crucify self daily, and 
be partakers of Christ’s sufferings here, that we may be made partakers with Him 
of His glory, and be crowned with glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life.”—
Early Writings, p. 114.

Genesis 22:2: And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.
Mark 1:11: And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.
1 John 4:9: In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.  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Wednesday, January 18
4. RESURRECTION OF THE PROMISED SEED

a. How did God show to Abraham that the promised seed, Jesus Christ, was 
to be the Saviour of the world? Genesis 22:7, 8, 11–13; Hebrews 11:17–19.

“When the command was given to Abraham to offer up his son, the interest of all 
heavenly beings was enlisted. With intense earnestness they watched each step in 
the fulfillment of this command. When to Isaac’s question, ‘Where is the lamb for 
a burnt offering?’ Abraham made answer, ‘God will provide Himself a 
lamb’ (Genesis 22:7, 8); and when the father’s hand was stayed as he was about to 
slay his son, and the ram which God had provided was offered in the place of 
Isaac—then light was shed upon the mystery of redemption, and even the angels 
understood more clearly the wonderful provision that God had made for man’s 
salvation.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 155.

Genesis 22:7-8: 7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: 
and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will 
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.
Genesis 22:11-13: 11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lay not 
thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that 
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 
13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram 
caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered 
him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
Hebrews 11:17-19: 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: 
and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of 
whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God 
was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him 
in a figure.
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Wednesday, January 18
4. RESURRECTION OF THE PROMISED SEED

b. What wonderful truth was Abraham assured of as he laid hold of the 
promise, “In Isaac shall thy seed be called” (Genesis 21:12)? Genesis 
22:5; Hebrews 11:18, 19.

“[Abraham] strengthened his soul by dwelling upon the evidences of the Lord’s 
goodness and faithfulness. This son had been unexpectedly given; and had not He 
who bestowed the precious gift a right to recall His own? Then faith repeated the 
promise, ‘In Isaac shall thy seed be called’—a seed numberless as the grains of 
sand upon the shore. Isaac was the child of a miracle, and could not the power that 
gave him life restore it? Looking beyond that which was seen, Abraham grasped 
the divine word, ‘accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead’ (Hebrews 11:19).”—Ibid., pp. 151, 152.

Genesis 21:12: 12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight 
because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said 
unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called.
Genesis 22:5: And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; 
and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.
Hebrews 11:18-19: 18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; 
from whence also he received him in a figure.



Page �  of �44 188

Wednesday, January 18
4. RESURRECTION OF THE PROMISED SEED

c. How did this truth typify the true promised seed, Jesus Christ? Acts 3:25, 
26; 1 Peter 1:18–21.

“[The Son of God] rose from the grave and proclaimed over the rent sepulcher of 
Joseph, ‘I am the resurrection, and the life’ (John 11:25). One equal with God passed 
through death in our behalf. He tasted death for every man, that through Him every 
man might be a partaker of eternal life.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 13.

Acts 3:25-26: 25 Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God 
made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of 
the earth be blessed. 26 Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.
1 Peter 1:18-21: 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifest in these last times for you, 21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised 
him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.  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Thursday, January 19
5. INHERITANCE OF THE PROMISED SEED

a. What inheritance did God promise to Abraham and his seed? Genesis 
17:7, 8; Psalm 105:6–11. How does this symbolize the inheritance of 
Christ? Daniel 7:13, 14, 18; Matthew 25:31–34.

“Language fails to express the value of the immortal inheritance. The glory, 
riches, and honor offered by the Son of God are of such infinite value that it is 
beyond the power of men or even angels to give any just idea of their worth, their 
excellence, their magnificence.”—Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 40.

Genesis 17:7-8: 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy 
seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, the land* wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 
Psalm 105:6-11: 6 O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his 
chosen. 7 He is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all the earth. 8 He hath 
remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand 
generations. 9 Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; 
10 And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting 
covenant: 11 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the* lot of your 
inheritance:
Daniel 7:13-14: 13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed.
Daniel 7:18: But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess 
the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.

(VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Matthew 25:31-34: 31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before 
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his 
right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world:  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Thursday, January 19
5. INHERITANCE OF THE PROMISED SEED

b. How can we have the assurance that God will honor His promises and 
give His children the Promised Land? Hebrews 6:13–18; John 14:1–3.

“Long have we waited for our Saviour’s return. But nonetheless sure is the 
promise. Soon we shall be in our promised home. There Jesus will lead us beside 
the living stream flowing from the throne of God and will explain to us the dark 
providences through which on this earth He brought us in order to perfect our 
characters. There we shall behold with undimmed vision the beauties of Eden 
restored. Casting at the feet of the Redeemer the crowns that He has placed on our 
heads, and touching our golden harps, we shall fill all heaven with praise to Him 
that sitteth on the throne.”—Ibid., vol. 8, p. 254.

Hebrews 6:13-18: 13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he 
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 14 Saying, Surely blessing I will 
bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 15 And so, after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an 
oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 17 Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath: 18 That by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
John 14:1-3: 1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also.  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Friday, January 20
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How did God reveal to Abraham the Gospel?

2. What miracle declares Christ to be of divine origin?

3. How does the experience of Abraham and Isaac reveal the depths of the 
sacrifice God made for humankind?

4. Why is the resurrection so important to the believer?

5. What should we never forget as we await the land of inheritance?  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Lesson 4 - Sabbath January 28, 2017
Abraham’s Two Sons

“For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the 
other by a freewoman” (Galatians 4:22).

“Faith is not a happy flight of feeling; it is simply taking God at His word—
believing that He will fulfill His promises because He said He would.”—Our High 
Calling, p. 119.

Suggested Reading: Our High Calling, pp. 119–122,
Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 370–373.  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Sunday, January 22
1. THE SON OF PROMISE

a. Why is Isaac called the son of promise? Genesis 15:2, 3; 17:15, 16; 18:9–
14 (compare with Galatians 4:22, 23, 27, 28).

Genesis 15:2-3: 2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I 
go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 3 And 
Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house 
is mine heir.
Genesis 17:15-16: 15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou 
shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 16 And I will bless 
her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of people shall be of her.
Genesis 18:9-14: 9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, 
Behold, in the tent. 10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to 
the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the 
tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well 
stricken in age;and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 
Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also? 13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, 
Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 
14 Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto 
thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.
Galatians 4:22-23: 22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a 
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.
Galatians 4:27-28: 27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; 
break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more 
children than she which hath an husband. 28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are 
the children of promise.  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Sunday, January 22
1. THE SON OF PROMISE

b. How did Abraham and Sarah try to help the Lord fulfill His promise of a 
son? Genesis 16:1–4.

“Abraham had accepted without question the promise of a son, but he did not wait 
for God to fulfill His word in His own time and way. A delay was permitted to test 
his faith in the power of God; but he failed to endure the trial. Thinking it 
impossible that a child should be given her in her old age, Sarah suggested, as a 
plan by which the divine purpose might be fulfilled, that one of her handmaidens 
should be taken by Abraham as a secondary wife. Polygamy had become so 
widespread that it had ceased to be regarded as a sin, but it was no less a violation 
of the law of God, and was fatal to the sacredness and peace of the family relation. 
Abraham’s marriage with Hagar resulted in evil, not only to his own household, 
but to future generations.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 145.

Genesis 16:1-4: 1 Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she had an 
handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said unto Abram, 
Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto 
my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the 
voice of Sarai. 3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after 
Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband 
Abram to be his wife. 4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when 
she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes.  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Monday, January 23
2. A SON OF BONDAGE

a. How did God react as Abraham presented Ishmael as the son of promise? 
Genesis 17:15–21.

“When Abraham was nearly one hundred years old, the promise of a son was 
repeated to him, with the assurance that the future heir should be the child of 
Sarah. But Abraham did not yet understand the promise. His mind at once turned 
to Ishmael, clinging to the belief that through him God’s gracious purposes were 
to be accomplished. In his affection for his son he exclaimed, ‘O that Ishmael 
might live before Thee!’ Again the promise was given, in words that could not be 
mistaken: ‘Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his 
name Isaac: and I will establish My covenant with him’ (Genesis 17:18, 19).”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 146.

Genesis 8:56: 15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt 
not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 16 And I will bless her, and 
give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of 
nations; kings of people shall be of her. 17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and 
laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred 
years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18 And Abraham said 
unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 19 And God said, Sarah thy wife 
shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will 
establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed 
after him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, 
and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall 
he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 21 But my covenant will I establish 
with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.  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Monday, January 23
2. A SON OF BONDAGE

b. Why did God refuse to accept Ishmael as the promised seed? Galatians 
4:22, 23, 30; Romans 14:23 (last part).

“The lack of faith on the part of Abraham and Sarah had resulted in the birth of 
Ishmael, the mingling of the righteous seed with the ungodly. The father’s 
influence upon his son was counteracted by that of the mother’s idolatrous kindred 
and by Ishmael’s connection with heathen wives.”—Ibid., p. 174.

Galatians 4:22-23: 22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a 
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.
Galatians 4:30: Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman 
and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the 
freewoman. 
Romans 14:23: And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of 
faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  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Monday, January 23
2. A SON OF BONDAGE

c. What essential truth would Abraham have missed if God had accepted 
Ishmael as the promised seed? Romans 4:1–5, 21, 22.

“The reward is not of works, lest any man should boast; but it is all of grace.”—
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 401.
“When we individually rest upon Christ, with full assurance of faith, trusting 
alone to the efficacy of His blood to cleanse from all sin, we shall have peace in 
believing that what God has promised He is able to perform.”—Selected 
Messages, bk3, p. 181.
“[Philippians 4:4–7 quoted.] The promise itself is of no value unless I fully 
believe that He that has made the promise is abundantly able to fulfill, and infinite 
in power to do all that He has said.”—This Day With God, p. 156.

Romans 4:1-5: 1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining 
to the flesh, hath found? 2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath 
whereof to glory; but not before God. 3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 4 Now to him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5 But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness.
Romans 4:21-22: 21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he 
was able also to perform. 22 And therefore it was imputed to him for 
righteousness.
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Tuesday, January 24
3. CHILDREN OF BONDAGE

a. Explain which class of people Ishmael and his mother Hagar spiritually 
represent, and why. Genesis 16:4–6; Galatians 4:22, 23.

Genesis 16:4-6: 4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she 
saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 5 And Sarai 
said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; 
and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD 
judge between me and thee. 6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in 
thy hand; do to her* as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she 
fled from her face.
Galatians 4:22-23: 22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a 
bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of the bondwoman was 
born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.
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Tuesday, January 24
3. CHILDREN OF BONDAGE

b. Why does the apostle Paul describe the Jews living in Jerusalem in his 
day as bond servants, like Hagar and Ishmael? John 8:31–36; Romans 
9:6–8.

“Every soul that refuses to give himself to God is under the control of another 
power. He is not his own. He may talk of freedom, but he is in the most abject 
slavery. He is not allowed to see the beauty of truth, for his mind is under the 
control of Satan. While he flatters himself that he is following the dictates of his 
own judgment, he obeys the will of the prince of darkness. Christ came to break 
the shackles of sin-slavery from the soul.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 466.
“God has done so much to make it possible for us to be free in Christ, free from 
the slavery of wrong habits and evil inclinations. Dear young friends, will you not 
strive to be free in Christ?”—Our High Calling, p. 29.

John 8:31-36: 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be Abraham’s 
seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made 
free? 34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant abideth not in the house 
for ever:but the Son abideth ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.
Romans 9:6-8: 6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither, because they are the seed of 
Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8 That is, 
They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the 
children of the promise are counted for the seed.  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Tuesday, January 24
3. CHILDREN OF BONDAGE

c. In whom and in what did the Jews of the flesh (the literal descendants of 
Abraham) place their confidence in receiving the blessing of God? John 
8:37–40; Philippians 3:3–9; Galatians 6:12, 13.

“The Jews claimed to have descended from Abraham; but by failing to do the 
works of Abraham, they proved that they were not his true children. Only those 
who prove themselves to be spiritually in harmony with Abraham by obeying the 
voice of God, are reckoned as of true descent.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 268.
“Paul says that as ‘touching the righteousness which is in the law’—as far as 
outward acts were concerned —he was ‘blameless’ (Philippians 3:6); but when 
the spiritual character of the law was discerned, he saw himself a sinner. Judged 
by the letter of the law as men apply it to the outward life, he had abstained from 
sin; but when he looked into the depths of its holy precepts, and saw himself as 
God saw him, he bowed in humiliation and confessed his guilt.”—Steps to Christ, 
pp. 29, 30.

John 8:37-40: 37 I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek to kill me, 
because my word hath no place in you. 38 I speak that which I have seen with my 
Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. 39 They answered and 
said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s 
children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man 
that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham.

(VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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Philippians 3:3-9: 3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the 
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 4 Though I 
might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching 
the law, a Pharisee; 6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith:
Galatians 6:12-13: 12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they 
constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the 
cross of Christ. 13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; 
but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.



Page �  of �59 188

Wednesday, January 25
4. AN ALLEGORY

a. When we trust in our own works for acceptance with God, rather than in 
Christ, what covenant are we falling under? Galatians 4:21–25; 3:10; 2 
Corinthians 3:14, 15.

“The people did not realize the sinfulness of their own hearts, and that without 
Christ it was impossible for them to keep God’s law; and they readily entered into 
covenant with God. Feeling that they were able to establish their own 
righteousness, they declared, ‘All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be 
obedient’ (Exodus 24:7); . . . yet only a few weeks passed before they broke their 
covenant with God, and bowed down to worship a graven image. They could not 
hope for the favor of God through a covenant which they had broken; and now, 
seeing their sinfulness and their need of pardon, they were brought to feel their 
need of the Saviour revealed in the Abrahamic covenant and shadowed forth in 
the sacrificial offerings. Now by faith and love they were bound to God as their 
deliverer from the bondage of sin. Now they were prepared to appreciate the 
blessings of the new covenant. . . .
“The ‘new covenant’ was established upon ‘better promises’––the promise of 
forgiveness of sins and of the grace of God to renew the heart and bring it into 
harmony with the principles of God’s law. . . .
“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone is written by the Holy 
Spirit upon the tables of the heart. Instead of going about to establish our own 
righteousness we accept the righteousness of Christ. His blood atones for our sins. 
His obedience is accepted for us. Then the heart renewed by the Holy Spirit will 
bring forth ‘the fruits of the Spirit.’ Through the grace of Christ we shall live in 
obedience to the law of God written upon our hearts. Having the Spirit of Christ, 
we shall walk even as He walked.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 371, 372.

(VERSES ON NEXT PAGE)
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Galatians 4:21-25: 21 ¶ Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear 
the law? 22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, 
the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after 
the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. 24 Which things are an 
allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which 
gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, 
and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.
Galatians 3:10: For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: 
for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them.
2 Corinthians 3:14-15: 14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day 
remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which 
vail is done away in Christ. 15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the 
vail is upon their heart.  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Wednesday, January 25
4. AN ALLEGORY

b. Why is it evident that a person cannot make himself or herself righteous 
before God by keeping the law? Galatians 2:21; 3:11, 12.

“Were it not for Christ’s atoning sacrifice, there would be nothing in us in which 
God could delight. All the natural goodness of man is worthless in God’s sight. He 
does not take pleasure in any man who retains his old nature, and is not so 
renewed in knowledge and grace that he is a new man in Christ.”—God’s 
Amazing Grace, p. 66.

Galatians 2:21: I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by 
the law, then Christ is dead in vain.
Galatians 3:11-12: 11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, 
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The 
man that doeth them shall live in them.  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Thursday, January 26
5. BROTHERLY PERSECUTION

a. What event does the apostle Paul use to illustrate the Jewish persecution 
of the Christian church? Galatians 4:28, 29; Genesis 21:6–10.

Galatians 4:28-29: 28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of 
promise. 29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was 
born after the Spirit, even so it is now.
Genesis 21:6-10: 6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that 
hear will laugh with me. 7 And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that 
Sarah should have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his old age. 8 
And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same 
day that Isaac was weaned. 9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. 10 Wherefore she said unto 
Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman 
shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.  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Thursday, January 26
5. BROTHERLY PERSECUTION

b. Why will the children of the spirit always be persecuted by the children 
of the flesh? John 15:17–22; John 3:19, 20; Galatians 5:17 (first part).

“Cain hated and killed his brother, not for any wrong that Abel had done, but 
‘because his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous’ (1 John 3:12). . . . 
Abel’s life of obedience and unswerving faith was to Cain a perpetual reproof. . . . 
The brighter the heavenly light that is reflected from the character of God’s 
faithful servants, the more clearly the sins of the ungodly are revealed, and the 
more determined will be their efforts to destroy those who disturb their peace.”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 74.
“The early Christians were indeed a peculiar people. Their blameless deportment 
and unswerving faith were a continual reproof that disturbed the sinner’s peace. 
Though few in numbers, without wealth, position, or honorary titles, they were a 
terror to evildoers wherever their character and doctrines were known. . . . It was 
for the same reason that the Jews rejected and crucified the Saviour—because the 
purity and holiness of His character was a constant rebuke to their selfishness and 
corruption. From the days of Christ until now His faithful disciples have excited 
the hatred and opposition of those who love and follow the ways of sin.”—The 
Great Controversy, p. 46.

John 15:17-22: 17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 18 If 
the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of 
the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20 Remember 
the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will 
keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, 
because they know not him that sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken unto 
them, they had not had sin: but now they have no* cloke for their sin.

(VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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John 3:19-20: 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For 
every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved.
Galatians 5:17: For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would.  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Friday, January 27
PERSONAL REVIEW FUNCTIONS

1. How only can God’s promises be fulfilled?

2. Why will God never accept the works of the flesh as righteousness?

3. Why can we never place trust in our heritage, our flesh, or our works?

4. Why is it impossible to be justified by the works of the law?

5. Describe the type of warfare Christians must expect because of their faith.  



Page �  of �66 188

Lesson 5 - Sabbath February 4, 2017
Abraham’s True Children

“Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham” (Galatians 3:7).

“Everyone who will humble himself as a little child, who will receive and obey 
the word of God with a child’s simplicity, will be among the elect of God.”—Our 
High Calling, p. 77.

Suggested Reading:  Our High Calling, pp. 75–79; 
Prophets and Kings, pp. 367–372.
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Sunday, January 29
1. ABRAHAM’S TRUE CHILDEN

a. Whom does the Bible regard the true children of Abraham as true 
Israelites? Romans 9:6–8; Galatians 3:7–9.

“To Isaiah it was given to make very plain to Judah the truth that among the Israel 
of God were to be numbered many who were not descendants of Abraham after 
the flesh. This teaching was not in harmony with the theology of his age, yet he 
fearlessly proclaimed the messages given him of God and brought hope to many a 
longing heart reaching out after the spiritual blessings promised to the seed of 
Abraham.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 367.

Romans 9:6-8: 6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither, because they are the seed of 
Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8 That is, 
They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the 
children of the promise are counted for the seed.
Galatians 3:7-9: 7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are 
the children of Abraham. 8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify 
the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In 
thee shall all nations be blessed. 9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with 
faithful Abraham.  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Sunday, January 29
1. ABRAHAM’S TRUE CHILDREN

b. How can the Gentiles, who are not children by literal descent, now be 
regarded as Abraham’s true seed? Romans 9:30; 4:11, 12, 16, 17.

“All who through Christ should become the children of faith were to be counted 
as Abraham’s seed; they were inheritors of the covenant promises; like Abraham, 
they were called to guard and to make known to the world the law of God and the 
gospel of His Son.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 476.

Romans 9:30: What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not 
after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which 
is of faith.
Romans 4:11-12: 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be 
the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that 
righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 12 And the father of circumcision 
to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of 
that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.
Romans 4:16-17: 16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end 
the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but 
to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 17 (As it 
is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,)* before him whom he 
believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be 
not as though they were.  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Monday, January 30
2. ABRAHAM’S ADOPTED CHILDREN

a. Through faith in Christ as Abraham’s promised seed, into what family 
are we adopted? Romans 8:14–16; Galatians 4:4–7.

“God wills that all men should be saved; for ample provision has been made, in 
giving His only begotten Son to pay man’s ransom. Those who perish will perish 
because they refuse to be adopted as children of God through Christ Jesus. The 
pride of man hinders him from accepting the provisions of salvation.”—Our High 
Calling, p. 78.

Romans 8:14-16: 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
Galatians 4:4-7: 4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ.  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Monday, January 30
2. ABRAHAM’S ADOPTED CHILDREN

b. How does the sacrifice of Jesus Christ make one a child of God, even a 
child of faith, and to whom does this apply? Galatians 3:27–29.

“Men may perform great deeds in the eyes of the world; their achievements may 
be many and of a high order in the sight of men, but all the talent, all the skill, all 
the ability of the world will fail to transform the character and make a degraded 
child of sin a child of God, an heir of heaven. Men have no power to justify the 
soul, to sanctify the heart. . . . The highest gift of heaven, even the Only-begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth, is alone able to redeem the lost. . . . The 
sacrifice of Christ on Calvary’s cross is a consideration that surpasses all the 
overwhelming power of sin; and when a sense of sin presses upon the heart of the 
sinner, and the burden seems intolerable, Jesus invites him to look to Him and 
live.”—The Signs of the Times, May 2, 1892.

Galatians 3:27-29: 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.  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Monday, January 30
2. ABRAHAM’S ADOPTED CHILDREN

c. Explain why Abraham’s children are from every tribe and nation instead 
of just from Israel. Revelation 7:9, 10; Genesis 17:4–6; Acts 10:34, 35.

“Christ recognized no distinction of nationality or rank or creed. The scribes and 
Pharisees desired to make a local and a national benefit of all the gifts of heaven 
and to exclude the rest of God’s family in the world. But Christ came to break 
down every wall of partition. He came to show that His gift of mercy and love is 
as unconfined as the air, the light, or the showers of rain that refresh the earth.”—
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 190.

Revelation 7:9-10: 9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.
Genesis 17:4-6: 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be 
a father of many nations. 5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but 
thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6 And 
I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall 
come out of thee.
Acts 10:34-35: 34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons: 35 But in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.
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Tuesday, January 31
3. ABRAHAM’S FALSE CHILDREN

a. Why did most of Abraham’s literal descendants disqualify themselves 
from being true Israelites in the eyes of God? Romans 10:1–4.

“The Jews were, by their sins, separating themselves from God. They were unable 
to discern the deep spiritual significance of their symbolic service. In their self-
righteousness they trusted to their own works, to the sacrifices and ordinances 
themselves, instead of relying upon the merits of Him to whom all these things 
pointed. Thus ‘going about to establish their own righteousness’ (Romans 10:3), 
they built themselves up in a self-sufficient formalism. Wanting the Spirit and 
grace of God, they tried to make up for the lack by a rigorous observance of 
religious ceremonies and rites. Not content with the ordinances which God 
Himself had appointed, they encumbered the divine commands with countless 
exactions of their own devising. The greater their distance from God, the more 
rigorous they were in the observance of these forms.”—Prophets and Kings, pp. 
708, 709.

Romans 10:1-4: 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth.
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Tuesday, January 31
3. ABRAHAM’S FALSE CHILDREN

b. What is the only way we can be justified before God? Galatians 3:11,12; 
2:16. What change will be evident in the life of those who have been 
justified by faith?

“Justification is wholly of grace and not procured by any works that fallen man 
can do.”—Faith and Works, p. 20.
“The proud heart strives to earn salvation; but both our title to heaven and our 
fitness for it are found in the righteousness of Christ. The Lord can do nothing 
toward the recovery of man until, convinced of his own weakness, and stripped of 
all self-sufficiency, he yields himself to the control of God. Then he can receive 
the gift that God is waiting to bestow.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 300.
“He who is trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law is 
attempting an impossibility. There is no safety for one who has merely a legal 
religion, a form of godliness. The Christian’s life is not a modification or 
improvement of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death to self 
and sin, and a new life altogether. This change can be brought about only by the 
effectual working of the Holy Spirit.”—Ibid., p. 172.

Galatians 3:11-12: 11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, 
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. 12 And the law is not of faith: but, The 
man that doeth them shall live in them.
Galatians 2:16: Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but 
by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 
be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works 
of the law shall no flesh be justified.  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Wednesday, February 1
4. ABRAHAM’S SERVANTS

a. Those who do not embrace the faith of Abraham in Christ as the 
promised seed, are regarded as servants, instead of sons or daughters. 
What will happen to them? Genesis 16:3–6; Galatians 4:30, 31.

“Noah and his household were within the ark, ‘and the Lord shut him in.’ . . . The 
massive door, which it was impossible for those within to close, was slowly 
swung to its place by unseen hands. Noah was shut in, and the rejecters of God’s 
mercy were shut out. The seal of Heaven was on that door; God had shut it, and 
God alone could open it. So when Christ shall cease His intercession for guilty 
men, before His coming in the clouds of heaven, the door of mercy will be shut. 
Then divine grace will no longer restrain the wicked, and Satan will have full 
control of those who have rejected mercy.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 98.

Genesis 16:3-6: 3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, 
after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her 
husband Abram to be his wife. 4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: 
and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 5 
And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into 
thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: 
the LORD judge between me and thee. 6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy 
maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly 
with her, she fled from her face.
Galatians 4:30-31: 30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the 
bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the 
son of the freewoman. 31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the 
bondwoman, but of the free.  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Wednesday, February 1
4. ABRAHAM’S SERVANTS

b. To whom and to what are they really servants? John 8:31–35, 39–44.

“‘To whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey’ (Romans 6:16). If we indulge anger, lust, covetousness, hatred, selfishness, 
or any other sin, we become servants of sin. ‘No man can serve two 
masters’ (Matthew 6:24). If we serve sin, we cannot serve Christ.”—The Review 
and Herald, November 15, 1887.

John 8:31-35: 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be Abraham’s 
seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made 
free? 34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant abideth not in the house 
for ever:but the Son abideth ever.
John 8:39-44: 39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus 
saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of 
Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which 
I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41 Ye do the deeds of your father. 
Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even 
God. 42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I 
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 
Why do ye not understand my speech?even because ye cannot hear my word. 44 
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father of it.  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Wednesday, February 1
4. ABRAHAM’S SERVANTS

c. Why will the rejecters of Christ never be able to enter into the land of 
Canaan that was promised to Abraham and his seed? Hebrews 3:17–19; 
Acts 4:10–12; Galatians 3:9.

“For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel 
from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern 
Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the promises of God at fault. 
It is the unbelief, the worldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord’s 
professed people that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many 
years.”—Evangelism, p. 696.

Hebrews 3:17-19: 17 But with whom was he grieved forty years?was it not with 
them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom 
sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? 19 
So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
Acts 4:10-12: 10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. 11 This is the 
stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner. 12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
Galatians 3:9: So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  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Thursday, February 2
5. A WARNING TO THE CHURCH

a. What warning was given to the church at Galatia, and why? Galatians 
3:1–6; 4:7–11.

“The redemption that was wrought out for us by our Lord on the cross of Calvary 
was to bring us to obedience to the law of God, making it possible, through His 
righteousness imputed to us, to keep the law of God. . . .
“There is nothing so offensive to God as sin. Instead of making void the law of 
God by continuing in sin, every truly converted soul will be walking in the path of 
humble obedience to all of God’s commandments. They will search the Scriptures 
that they might know the truth. Who hath bewitched the impenitent, the 
transgressor, that sin is chosen rather than obedience? It is the power of Satan that 
came to Adam and Eve in Eden, the deceiving, bewitching power of the fallen 
angel.”—The Upward Look, p. 209.

Galatians 3:1-6: 1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, 
crucified among you? 2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by 
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are ye so foolish? having begun 
in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 4 Have ye suffered so many 
things in vain? if it be yet in vain. 5 He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, 
and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith? 6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him 
for righteousness.
Galatians 4:7-11: 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ. 8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, 
ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods. 9 But now, after that ye 
have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 10 Ye observe 
days, and months, and times, and years. 11 I am afraid of you, lest I have 
bestowed upon you labour in vain.  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Thursday, February 2
5. A WARNING TO THE CHURCH

b. How do Abraham’s struggles with his own faith stand as a lesson to us? 
Genesis 15:3–6; 17:17, 18; Hebrews 4:1, 2. On the other hand, what does 
true faith give us? 1 John 5:4, 5.

“The Christian’s life should be one of faith, of victory, and joy in God . . . . God is 
able and willing to bestow upon His servants all the strength they need, and to 
give them the wisdom that their varied necessities demand. He will more than 
fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their trust in Him.”—The Faith I 
Live By, p. 126.

Genesis 15:3-6: 3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, 
lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came 
unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of 
thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, 
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and 
he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6 And he believed in the LORD; and he 
counted it to him for righteousness.
Genesis 17:17-18: 17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in 
his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall 
Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18 And Abraham said unto God, O that 
Ishmael might live before thee!
Hebrews 4:1-2: 1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering 
into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 2 For unto us was the 
gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, 
not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.
1John 5:4-5: 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh 
the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
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Friday, February 3
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How important is faith to a Christian?

2. Why can a Christian call God his or her Father?

3. How can we avoid being cursed by God?

4. What is the difference between being Abraham’s servant and his son or 
daughter?

5. How can we be bewitched by the devil in corrupting our faith? 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Lesson 6 - Sabbath February 11, 2017
The Everlasting Gospel

“Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham” (Galatians 3:7).

“Everyone who will humble himself as a little child, who will receive and obey 
the word of God with a child’s simplicity, will be among the elect of God.”—Our 
High Calling, p. 77.

Suggested Reading:  Our High Calling, pp. 75–79; 
Prophets and Kings, pp. 367–372.
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Sunday, February 5
1. THE EVERLASTING COVENANT

a. What shows that the covenant made to Abraham is the same as the one 
ratified by Christ at Calvary? Genesis 22:16; Hebrews 6:13–18; 9:16.

“The Abrahamic covenant was ratified by the blood of Christ, and it is called the 
‘second,’ or ‘new,’ covenant, because the blood by which it was sealed was shed 
after the blood of the first covenant. That the new covenant was valid in the days 
of Abraham, is evident from the fact that it was then confirmed both by the 
promise and by the oath of God, —‘two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie.’ Hebrews 6:18.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 371.

Genesis 22:16: And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because 
thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:
Hebrews 6:13-18: 13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he 
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 14 Saying, Surely blessing I will 
bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 15 And so, after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an 
oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 17 Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath: 18 That by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
Hebrews 9:16: For where a testament is, there must also of necessity* be the 
death of the testator.
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Sunday, February 5
1. THE EVERLASTING COVENANT

b. What was promised under this covenant and how did Abraham respond? 
Genesis 17:1–8; 15:6; 26:5; compare Galatians 3:8, 16; Romans 4:20–22.

“To all men this covenant offered pardon and the assisting grace of God for future 
obedience through faith in Christ. It also promised them eternal life on condition 
of fidelity to God’s law.”—Ibid., p. 370.
“The law of God was the basis of this covenant, which was simply an 
arrangement for bringing men again into harmony with the divine will, placing 
them where they could obey God’s law.”—Ibid., p. 371.

Genesis 17:1-8: 1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD 
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. 2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will 
multiply thee exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, 
saying, 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father 
of* many nations. 5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy 
name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6 And I 
will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall 
come out of thee. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy 
seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
Genesis 15:6: And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness.
Genesis 26:5: Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.
Galatians 3:8: And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all 
nations be blessed.

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Galatians 3:16: Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
Romans 4:20-22: 20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being fully persuaded that, 
what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 22 And therefore it was 
imputed to him for righteousness.  



Page �  of �84 188

Monday, February 6
2. AN EVERLASTING RELATIONSHIP

a. In what way did God express the covenant relationship He established 
with Abraham and his seed? Leviticus 26:12. Compare with Genesis 17:7, 
8; Deuteronomy 14:2; 29:13.

Leviticus 26:12: And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall 
be my people.
Genesis 17:7-8: 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy 
seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
Deuteronomy 14:2: For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the 
LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the 
nations that are upon the earth.
Deuteronomy 29:13: That he may establish thee to day for a people unto himself, 
and that he may be unto thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, and as he hath 
sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  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Monday, February 6
2. ABRAHAM’S ADOPTED CHILDREN

b. What did God give to Abraham as a seal of the covenant relationship, 
and why? Genesis 17:11; Romans 4:11.

“At this time the rite of circumcision was given to Abraham as ‘a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised’ (Romans 4:11). 
It was to be observed by the patriarch and his descendants as a token that they 
were devoted to the service of God and thus separated from idolaters, and that 
God accepted them as His peculiar treasure.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 138.
“[Circumcision] was a sign that those who received it were devoted to the service 
of God—a pledge that they would remain separate from idolatry and would obey 
the law of God.”—Ibid., p. 363.

Genesis 17:11: And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a 
token of the covenant betwixt me and you.
Romans 4:11: And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be 
the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that 
righteousness might be imputed unto them also:



Page �  of �86 188

Monday, February 6
2. AN EVERLASTING RELATIONSHIP

c. What essential experience must we have today in order to enter into the 
same “new” covenant relationship with God? Deuteronomy 10:16; 
Colossians 2:11; Hebrews 8:10; 2 Corinthians 6:16, 17.

“We are to believe that we are chosen of God, to be saved by the exercise of faith, 
through the grace of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit; and we are to praise 
and glorify God for such a marvelous manifestation of His unmerited favor. It is 
the love of God that draws the soul to Christ, to be graciously received, and 
presented to the Father. Through the work of the Spirit the divine relationship 
between God and the sinner is renewed. The Father says: ‘I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to Me a people. I will exercise forgiving love toward them and 
bestow upon them My joy. They shall be to Me a peculiar treasure; for this people 
whom I have formed for Myself shall show forth My praise.’”—The Signs of the 
Times, January 2, 1893.
“The condition of being received into the Lord’s family is coming out from the 
world, separating from all its contaminating influences.”—God’s Amazing Grace, 
p. 57.

Deuteronomy 10:16: Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no 
more stiffnecked.
Colossians 2:11: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ:
Hebrews 8:10: For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:
2 Corinthians 6:16-17: 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  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Tuesday, February 7
3. AN EVERLASTING PRIESTHOOD

a. Why is Christ called a priest after Melchisedec and not after Aaron? 
Hebrews 5:5, 6; 7:11–16; Matthew 1:1, 2.

“The high priest was designed in an especial manner to represent Christ, who was 
to become a high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec. This order of 
priesthood was not to pass to another, or be superseded by another.”—The SDA 
Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 7, p. 930.

Hebrews 5:5-6: 5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; 
but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. 6 As he 
saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec.
Hebrews 7:11-16: 11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for 
under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another 
priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order 
of Aaron? 12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a 
change also of the law. 13 For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to 
another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar. 14 For it is evident 
that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning 
priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of 
Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, 16 Who is made, not after the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.
Matthew 1:1-2: 1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, 
the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob 
begat Judas and his brethren;
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Tuesday, February 7
3. AN EVERLASTING PRIESTHOOD

b. In what way does Melchisedec’s priesthood relate to Christ’s everlasting 
priesthood, and why is it a superior priesthood to Aaron’s? Compare 
Hebrews 7:1–3 with Hebrews 7:20–25; 6:18–20.

“It was Christ that spoke through Melchizedek, the priest of the most high God. 
Melchizedek was not Christ, but he was the voice of God in the world, the 
representative of the Father.”—Selected Messages, bk1, p. 409.
“The name of that helpless little babe . . . was the hope of fallen humanity. The 
child for whom the redemption money had been paid was He who was to pay the 
ransom for the sins of the whole world. He was the true ‘high priest over the 
house of God,’ the head of ‘an unchangeable priesthood,’ the intercessor at ‘the 
right hand of the Majesty on high’ (Hebrews 10:21; 7:24; 1:3).”—The Desire of 
Ages, pp. 52, 55.

Hebrews 7:1-3: 1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high 
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed 
him; 2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by 
interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, 
King of peace; 3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a 
priest continually.
Hebrews 7:20-25: 20 And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 
21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that 
said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchisedec:) 22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better 
testament. 23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to 
continue by reason of death: 24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an 
unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Page �  of �89 188

Hebrews 6:18-20: 18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible 
for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set before us: 19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; 20 
Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever 
after the order of Melchisedec.  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Wednesday, February 8
4. AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION

a.  What everlasting land, which the earthly land was but a shadow, did 
God promise Abraham? Genesis 17:8; Hebrews 11:8–10; Revelation 21:2.

“The varied experience of the Hebrews was a school of preparation for their 
promised home in Canaan. God would have His people in these days review with 
a humble heart and teachable spirit the trials through which ancient Israel passed, 
that they may be instructed in their preparation for the heavenly Canaan.”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 293.
“Let all that is beautiful in our earthly home remind us of the crystal river and 
green fields, the waving trees and the living fountains, the shining city and the 
white-robed singers, of our heavenly home– that world of beauty which no artist 
can picture, no mortal tongue describe.”—The Faith I Live By, p. 279.

Genesis 17:8: And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land* 
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 
and I will be their God.
Hebrews 11:8-10: 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 
of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.
Revelations 21:2: And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  



Page �  of �91 188

Wednesday, February 8
4. AN EVERLASTING POSSESSION

b. When and how will Abraham and his seed receive their eternal 
inheritance? Matthew 25:31, 34; John 14:1–3, Daniel 7:27.

“The broken, uneven surface of the earth now looked like a level, extensive plain. 
God’s entire universe was clean, and the great controversy was forever ended. 
Wherever we looked, everything upon which the eye rested was beautiful and 
holy. And all the redeemed host, old and young, great and small, cast their 
glittering crowns at the feet of their Redeemer, and prostrated themselves in 
adoration before Him, and worshiped Him that liveth forever and ever. The 
beautiful new earth, with all its glory, was the eternal inheritance of the saints. The 
kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, was then given to the saints of the Most High, who were to possess it 
forever, even forever and ever.”—Early Writings, p. 295.
“The full establishment of the kingdom of His glory will not take place until the 
second coming of Christ to this world. ‘The kingdom and dominion, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,’ is to be given to ‘the people of 
the saints of the Most High’ (Daniel 7:27). They shall inherit the kingdom 
prepared for them ‘from the foundation of the world’ (Matthew 25:34). And Christ 
will take to Himself His great power and will reign.”—Thoughts From the Mount 
of Blessing, p. 108.
Matthew 25:31: When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
Matthew 25:34: Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world:
John 14:1-3: 1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also.

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Daniel 7:27: And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most 
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all* dominions shall serve 
and obey him.
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Thursday, February 9
5. EVERLASTING LIFE

a. What is the greatest of all the promises given through the everlasting 
covenant? Galatians 3:29; 1 John 5:11; Revelation 21:3, 4.

“The day is coming when the battle will have been fought, the victory won. The 
will of God is to be done on earth as it is done in heaven. The nations of the saved 
will know no other law than the law of heaven. All will be a happy, united family, 
clothed with the garments of praise and thanksgiving—the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness.”—The Ministry of Healing, p. 506.
“[In heaven], there is no disappointment, no sorrow, no sin, no one who shall say, 
‘I am sick.’ There, there is no burial train, no mourning, no death, no parting, no 
broken hearts; and Jesus is there, peace is there. . . . In His presence is fullness of 
joy, at His right hand there are pleasures forevermore!”—My Life Today, p. 349.

Galatians 3:29: And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.
1 John 5:11: And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son.
Revelation 21:3-4: 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. 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Thursday, February 9
5. A WARNING TO THE CHURCH

b. On what hope must we never give up? Titus 2:11–13; Hebrews 10:35–37.

“Be patient, Christian soldier. Yet a little while, and He that shall come, will come. 
The night of weary waiting, and watching, and mourning is nearly over. The 
reward will soon be given; the eternal day will dawn. There is no time to sleep 
now—no time to indulge in useless regrets. He who ventures to slumber now will 
miss precious opportunities of doing good. . . . Every soul saved will be an 
additional star in the crown of Jesus, our adorable Redeemer.”—Christian Service, 
p. 275.

Titus 2:11-13: 11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ;
Hebrews 10:35-37: 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 
recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done 
the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that 
shall come will come, and will not tarry.
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Friday, February 10
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How can we have confidence in God’s Word?

2. How can we have the same covenant relationship with God that Abraham 
had?

3. Explain how we can have confidence in Christ’s everlasting priesthood.

4. What is the blessed hope of Abraham’s children?

5. Why is eternal life with God the Christian’s blessed hope? 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Lesson 7 - Sabbath February 18, 2017
Everlasting Grace

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).

“Grace means favor to one who is undeserving, to one who is lost. The fact that 
we are sinners, instead of shutting us away from the mercy and love of God, 
makes the exercise of His love to us a positive necessity in order that we may be 
saved.”—Selected Messages, bk1, p. 347.

Suggested Reading: Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 363–373;
Faith and Works, pp. 15–28.  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Sunday, February 12
1. THE NEW COVENANT OF PROMISE

a. In what way did God make the new covenant with Abraham—and what 
did God later do to confirm this covenant and why? Galatians 3:14–18; 
Hebrews 6:13–18.

Galatians 3:14-18: 14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man’s covenant, 
yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 16 Now to Abraham 
and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but 
as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 17 And this I say, that the covenant, 
that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect. 
18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to 
Abraham by promise.
Hebrews 6:13-18: 13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he 
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 14 Saying, Surely blessing I will 
bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 15 And so, after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an 
oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 17 Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath: 18 That by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
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Sunday, February 12
1. THE NEW COVENANT OF PROMISE

b. What had Abraham done of himself to deserve these covenant blessings—
and what does that teach us about God’s attitude toward sinners? Genesis 
12:1–3; 1 Corinthians 1:26–31; Romans 3:10–12.

“Grace is an attribute of God exercised toward undeserving human beings. We did 
not seek for it, but it was sent in search of us. God rejoices to bestow His grace 
upon us, not because we are worthy, but because we are so utterly unworthy. . . .
“It is [God’s] glory to pardon the chief of sinners.”—The Ministry of Healing, p. 
161.
“The more unworthy the receiver, the more glorious the mercy of God.”—General 
Conference Daily Bulletin, January 28, 1893.

Genesis 12:1-3: 1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will 
shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.
1 Corinthians 1:26-31: 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 
And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29 That no flesh 
should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31 
That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.
Romans 3:10-12: 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.  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Monday, February 13
2. THE OLD COVENANT OF WORKS

a. Why did God make another covenant through Moses 430 years later—and 
why can’t it disannul the new covenant of promise? Deuteronomy 4:12, 13; 
Exodus 19:5–7; Galatians 3:17; 1 Peter 1:18–20.

“In their bondage the people [of Israel] had to a great extent lost the knowledge of 
God and of the principles of the Abrahamic covenant. . . . God sought to reveal to 
them His power and His mercy, that they might be led to love and trust Him . . . 
that they might realize their utter helplessness, their need of divine aid; and then 
He wrought deliverance for them. . . .
“Living in the midst of idolatry and corruption, they had no true conception of the 
holiness of God, of the exceeding sinfulness of their own hearts, their utter 
inability, in themselves, to render obedience to God’s law, and their need of a 
Saviour. All this they must be taught.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 371, 372.
“The ‘old’ covenant—was formed between God and Israel at Sinai, and was then 
ratified by the blood of a sacrifice. The Abrahamic covenant was ratified by the 
blood of Christ, and it is called the ‘second,’ or ‘new,’ covenant, because the blood 
by which it was sealed was shed after the blood of the first covenant.”—Ibid., p. 
371.

Deuteronomy 4:12-13: 12 And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the 
fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice. 
13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, 
even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.
Exodus 19:5-7: 5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the 
earth is mine: 6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 7 And 
Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all 
these words which the LORD commanded him.

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Galatians 3:17: And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of 
God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.
1 Peter 1:18-20: 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,  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Monday, February 13
2. THE OLD COVENANT OF WORKS

b. How did the people react to God’s requirement under the old covenant? 
Exodus 19:8. How might we fall into the same danger?

“The people did not realize the sinfulness of their own hearts, and that without 
Christ it was impossible for them to keep God’s law.”—Ibid, pp. 371.
“Those who feel no need of the blood of Christ, who feel that without divine grace 
they can by their own works secure the approval of God, are making the same 
mistake as did Cain. If they do not accept the cleansing blood, they are under 
condemnation.”—Ibid., p. 73.
“Self-righteousness is the danger of this age; it separates the soul from Christ. 
Those who trust to their own righteousness cannot understand how salvation 
comes through Christ. They call sin righteousness and righteousness sin. They 
have no appreciation of the evil of transgression, no understanding of the terror of 
the law; for they do not respect God’s moral standard.”—Faith and Works, p. 96.

Exodus 19:8: And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD 
hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the 
LORD. 



Page �  of �102 188

Tuesday, February 14
3. FROM OLD TO NEW

a. What was the moral law’s purpose in the old covenant and what purpose 
does it still serve today? Romans 7:7, 9–13, 20; 3:19-20.

“The law was given to convict them of sin, and reveal their need of a Saviour.”—
The Desire of Ages, p. 308.

Romans 7:7: What shall we say then?Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not 
known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou 
shalt not covet.
Romans 7:9-13: 9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 10 And the commandment, which 
was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the 
commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 12 Wherefore the law is holy, and 
the commandment holy, and just, and good. 13 Was then that which is good made 
death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me 
by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding 
sinful.
Romans 7:20: Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me.
Romans 3:19-20: 19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
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Tuesday, February 14
3. FROM OLD TO NEW

b. In the new covenant, how does God change our attitude towards His law 
and what transformation will be seen in our life? Hebrews 8:10; Psalm 40:8; 
Ezekiel 36:26, 27; Colossians 3:9, 10.

“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone is written by the Holy 
Spirit upon the tables of the heart. Instead of going about to establish our own 
righteousness we accept the righteousness of Christ. His blood atones for our sins. 
His obedience is accepted for us. Then the heart renewed by the Holy Spirit will 
bring forth ‘the fruits of the Spirit.’ Through the grace of Christ we shall live in 
obedience to the law of God written upon our hearts.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, 
p. 372.
“The change in human hearts, the transformation of human characters, is a miracle 
that reveals an ever-living Saviour, working to rescue souls.”—The Desire of 
Ages, p. 407.

Hebrews 8:10: For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:
Psalm 40:8:  I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.
Ezekiel 36:26-27: 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.
Colossians 3:9-10: 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him:
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Tuesday, February 14
3. FROM OLD TO NEW

c. How does the new covenant experience perfectly fulfill the spirit and intent 
of the law—and what was said of Abraham in this regard? Genesis 26:5, 
Matthew 5:20–22, 27, 28, 31–48; Romans 13:8–10.

“Obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The law of 
God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle 
of love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our 
hearts are renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the 
soul, will not the law of God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love 
is implanted in the heart, when man is renewed after the image of Him that 
created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, ‘I will put My laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds will I write them’ (Hebrews 10:16). And if the law is 
written in the heart, will it not shape the life?”—Steps to Christ, p. 60.

Genesis 26:5: Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my 
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.
Matthew 5:20-22: 20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, 
shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire.
Matthew 5:27-28: 27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a 
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Matthew 5:31-48: 31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let 
him give her a writing of divorcement: 32 But I say unto you, That whosoever 
shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 33 
Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not 
forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But I say unto 
you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: 35 Nor by the 
earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great 
King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one 
hair white or black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil. 38 Ye have heard that it hath been 
said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39 But I say unto you, That ye 
resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. 40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let 
him have thy cloke also. 41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain. 42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not thou away. 43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if ye 
salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans 
so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
Romans 13:8-10: 8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that 
loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou 
shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 10 
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
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Wednesday, February 15
4. BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

a. What free gift did God bestow on Abraham because he chose to believe? 
Romans 4:22; Galatians 3:6.

“The thought that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, not because of any 
merit on our part, but as a free gift from God, is a precious thought. The enemy of 
God and man is not willing that this truth should be clearly presented; for he 
knows that if the people receive it fully, his power will be broken.”—Gospel 
Workers, p. 161.
“The grace of Christ is freely to justify the sinner without merit or claim on his 
part. Justification is a full, complete pardon of sin. The moment a sinner accepts 
Christ by faith, that moment he is pardoned. The righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to him, and he is no more to doubt God’s forgiving grace.”—The Faith I 
Live By, p. 107.

Romans 4:22: And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
Galatians 3:6: Even as Abraham believed God, and it was* accounted to him for 
righteousness. 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Wednesday, February 15
4. BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

b. What did Abraham do to be declared righteous—and how alone are 
believers in like manner saved? Romans 4:1–5; Ephesians 2:8, 9.

“Our acceptance with God is sure only through His beloved Son, and good works 
are but the result of the working of His sin-pardoning love. They are no credit to 
us, and we have nothing accorded to us for our good works by which we may 
claim a part in the salvation of our souls. Salvation is God’s free gift to the 
believer, given to him for Christ’s sake alone.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. 
G. White Comments], vol. 5, p. 1122.

Romans 4:1-5: 1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining 
to the flesh, hath found? 2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath 
whereof to glory; but not before God. 3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 4 Now to him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5 But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness.
Ephesians 2:8-9: 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves:it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.  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Wednesday, February 15
4. BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

c. Even though faith itself is a gift (see Romans 12:3 (last part)), what are we 
to do with it? John 3:16; Luke 7:1-9; Romans 10:17.

“Faith that enables us to receive God’s gifts is itself a gift, of which some measure 
is imparted to every human being. It grows as exercised in appropriating the word 
of God. In order to strengthen faith, we must often bring it in contact with the 
word.”—Education, pp. 253, 254.
“Men and women will not be saved unless they themselves exercise faith, and 
build on the true foundation, unless they allow God to re-create them by His Holy 
Spirit.”—The Signs of the Times, February 14, 1900.
Romans 12:3: For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
John 3:16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Luke 7:1-9: 1 ¶ Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the 
people, he entered into Capernaum. 2 And a certain centurion’s servant, who was 
dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. 3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent 
unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his 
servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That 
he was worthy for whom he should do this: 5 For he loveth our nation, and he 
hath built us a synagogue. 6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now 
not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, 
trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof: 7 
Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, 
and my servant shall be healed. 8 For I also am a man set under authority, having 
under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, 
and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 9 When Jesus heard 
these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and said unto the people 
that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.
Romans 10:17: So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  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Thursday, February 16
5. UNMERITED FAVOR

a. What unmerited favor, promised under the new covenant, has God shown 
in order to save humankind? Genesis 12:3; 1 John 4:14; Ephesians 2:4–8; 
Romans 5:15–18.

“Although by our disobedience we have merited God’s displeasure and 
condemnation, He has not forsaken us.”—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 10.
“Those who enter heaven will not scale its walls by their own righteousness, nor 
will its gates be opened to them for costly offerings of gold or silver, but they will 
gain an entrance to the many mansions of the Father’s house through the merits of 
the cross of Christ.”—Ibid, p. 179.
Genesis 12:3: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
1 John 4:14: And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world.
Ephesians 2:4-8: 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:it is 
the gift of God:
Romans 5:15-18: 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through 
the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by 
grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not 
as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17 For if by 
one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 
Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life.  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Thursday, February 16
5. UNMERITED FAVOR

b. How does a sinner access such a free gift of salvation through Jesus 
Christ? John 1:12; Romans 5:17; Hebrews 11:8.

“All who believe that Christ is the atoning sacrifice may come and receive pardon 
for their sins; for through the merit of Christ, communication has been opened 
between God and man. God can accept me as His child, and I can claim Him and 
rejoice in Him as my loving Father. We must center our hopes of heaven upon 
Christ alone, because He is our substitute and surety.”—Selected Messages, bk1, 
p. 363.
John 1:12: But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Romans 5:17: For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they 
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in 
life by one, Jesus Christ.)
Hebrews 11:8: By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went.  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Thursday, February 16
5. UNMERITED FAVOR

c. What two things did God destroy by his marvellous grace? Romans 8:2; 1 
John 3:5, 8; 2 Timothy 1:10.

Romans 8:2: For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death.
1 John 3:5: And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in 
him is no sin.
1 John 3:8: He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil.
2 Timothy 1:10: But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel:  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Friday, February 17
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Explain the word “promise” in light of God’s inability to lie.

2. Why was the old covenant given—and why was it devoid of faith?

3. How does God write His law of love within our hearts and minds?

4. Why can’t we claim credit for our good works in salvation?

5. Why will we never be able to boast of our faith?
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Lesson 8 - Sabbath February 25, 2017
A Faith That Works

“Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the altar?” (James 2:21).

“There are many who fail to understand the relation of faith and works. They say, 
‘Only believe in Christ, and you are safe. You have nothing to do with keeping the 
law.’ But genuine faith will be manifest in obedience.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, 
pp. 153, 154.

Suggested Reading: Faith and Works, pp. 47–54, 111–116.
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Sunday, February 19
1. A Working Faith

a. How do we know Abraham believed in God’s word? Genesis 22:1–5; James 
2:21–24.

“Abraham believed God. How do we know that he believed? His works testified 
to the character of his faith, and his faith was accounted to him for 
righteousness.”—Reflecting Christ, p. 79.

Genesis 22:1-5: 1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 2 And he 
said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into 
the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of. 3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, 
and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, 
and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of 
which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and 
saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here 
with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to 
you.
James 2:21-24: 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had 
offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23 And the scripture was fulfilled 
which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24 Ye see then how that by 
works a man is justified, and not by faith only.  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Sunday, February 19
1. A Working Faith

b. What is the relationship between faith and works? James 2:17, 18; 
Matthew 7:16–20. What kind of fruit does a Christian bear?

“Good works can never purchase salvation, but they are an evidence of the faith 
that acts by love and purifies the soul.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 314.
“Just as a good tree will bear good fruit, so will the tree that is actually planted in 
the Lord’s garden produce good fruit unto eternal life. Besetting sins are 
overcome; evil thoughts are not allowed in the mind; evil habits are purged from 
the soul temple. . . . An entire transformation has taken place.”—The SDA Bible 
Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 6, p. 1080.

James 2:17-18: 17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18 
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.
Matthew 7:16-20: 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil 
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them.  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Monday, February 20
2. GOD’S WORKS

a. How did Abraham show his faith in God? As he acted out his faith, what 
did Abraham reveal about his faith? James 2:22; Genesis 22:12.

“Faith works by love and purifies the soul. Faith buds and blossoms and bears a 
harvest of precious fruit. Where faith is, good works appear.”—Selected 
Messages, bk1, p. 398.

James 2:22: Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith 
made perfect?
Genesis 22:12: And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me.  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Monday, February 20
2. GOD’S WORKS

b. Where do good works come from? Compare Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:12 
with Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:13, 14.

“Genuine faith will be manifested in good works; for good works are the fruits of 
faith. As God works in the heart, and man surrenders his will to God, and 
cooperates with God, he works out in the life what God works in by the Holy 
Spirit, and there is harmony between the purpose of the heart and the practice of 
the life. Every sin must be renounced as the hateful thing that crucified the Lord of 
life and glory, and the believer must have a progressive experience by continually 
doing the works of Christ. It is by continual surrender of the will, by continual 
obedience, that the blessing of justification is retained.”—Ibid., p. 397.
“If we are faithful in doing our part, in cooperating with Him, God will work 
through us the good pleasure of His will. But God cannot work through us if we 
make no effort. If we gain eternal life, we must work, and work earnestly. . . . We 
must follow the example Christ has left us, submitting to Him in everything. Our 
will must be in harmony with His will.”—The Review and Herald, June 11, 1901.

Jeremiah 17:9: The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it?
Romans 3:12: They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Ephesians 2:10: For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
Titus 2:13-14: 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.
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Monday, February 20
2. GOD’S WORKS

c. Before the Christian can bring forth the good works of God, what must 
first take place? Ephesians 2:1–5; Galatians 2:20; Jeremiah 29:13.

“The only way we can secure the help of God is to put ourselves wholly in His 
hands and trust Him to work for us. As we lay hold of Him by faith, He does the 
work. The believer can only trust. As God works, we can work, trusting in Him 
and doing His will.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 
6, p. 1080.

Ephesians 2:1-5: 1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in 
times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 4 But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
Galatians 2:20: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Jeremiah 29:13: And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.  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Tuesday, February 21
3. A DEAD BELIEF

a. What is the difference between a living faith and a dead belief? James 2:19, 
20; Mark 7:6, 7.

“True faith, which relies wholly upon Christ, will be manifested by obedience to 
all the requirements of God. . . . In all ages there have been those who claimed a 
right to the favor of God even while they were disregarding some of His 
commands. But the Scriptures declare that by works is ‘faith made perfect’; and 
that, without the works of obedience, faith ‘is dead’ (James 2:22, 17).”—The Faith 
I Live By, p. 91.
“Many are content with lip service, and but few have a sincere, earnest, 
affectionate longing after God.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 534.

James 2:19-20: 19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
devils also believe, and tremble. 20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead?
Mark 7:6-7: 6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of 
you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me. 7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.
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Tuesday, February 21
3. A DEAD BELIEF

b. Can someone with a dead belief produce good works? Matthew 23:27, 28; 
7:21–23.

“The good man, from the good treasure of the heart, bringeth forth good things. 
Why? Because Christ is an abiding presence in the soul. The sanctifying truth is a 
treasure-house of wisdom to all who practice the truth. As a living spring it is 
springing up unto everlasting life. The one who has not Christ abiding in his heart 
will indulge in cheap talk, exaggerated statements, that make mischief. The 
tongue that utters perverse things, common things, slang phrases, that tongue 
needs to be treated with the hot coals of juniper.”—Mind, Character, and 
Personality, vol. 2, p. 577.
“No man can have the spirit and the mind of Christ without being rendered better 
by it in all the relations and duties of life. Murmuring, complaining, and fretful 
passion are not the fruit of good principles.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 347.

Matthew 23:27-28: 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also 
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 
iniquity.
Matthew 7:21-23: 21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity.  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Tuesday, February 21
3. A DEAD BELIEF

c. What will always be missing in the works of a dead believer? 1 John 4:20, 
21; John 8:37–41.

“Obedience to the word produces fruit of the required quality—‘unfeigned love of 
the brethren’ (1 Peter 1:22). This love is heaven-born and leads to high motives 
and unselfish actions.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 520.

1 John 4:20-21: 20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: 
for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom 
he hath not seen? 21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who 
loveth God love his brother also.
John 8:37-41: 37 I know that ye are Abraham’s seed; but ye seek to kill me, 
because my word hath no place in you. 38 I speak that which I have seen with my 
Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. 39 They answered and 
said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s 
children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man 
that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41 
Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of 
fornication; we have one Father, even God.  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Wednesday, February 22
4. THE ROOT OR THE FRUIT

a. What happens when good works of obedience become the root of the 
Christian experience instead of the fruit of it? Matthew 23:5.

“The Pharisees sought distinction by their scrupulous ceremonialism and the 
ostentation of their worship and their charities. They proved their zeal for religion 
by making it the theme of discussion. Disputes between opposing sects were loud 
and long, and it was not unusual to hear on the streets the voice of angry 
controversy from learned doctors of the law.
“In marked contrast to all this was the life of Jesus. In that life no noisy 
disputation, no ostentatious worship, no act to gain applause, was ever witnessed. 
Christ was hid in God, and God was revealed in the character of His Son.”—The 
Ministry of Healing, p. 32.

Matthew 23:5: But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad 
their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments,  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Wednesday, February 22
4. THE ROOT OR THE FRUIT

b. What should always be at the root of the Christian’s experience? Galatians 
6:14.

“The angels ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except 
by looking to the sufferings of the Son of God. . . . Without the cross they would 
be no more secure against evil than were the angels before the fall of Satan. . . . 
All who wish for security in earth or heaven must look to the Lamb of God. . . .
“If men would contemplate the love of Christ, displayed in the cross, their faith 
would be strengthened to appropriate the merits of His shed blood, and they 
would be cleansed and saved from sin.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. 
White Comments], vol. 5, pp. 1132, 1133.

Galatians 6:14: But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  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Wednesday, February 22
4. THE ROOT OR THE FRUIT

c. How will the true Christian regard his or her own works in light of Christ’s 
works? Philippians 3:4–9; Isaiah 6:5.

“The more [God’s followers’ see of the character of Christ the more humble they 
become, and the lower their estimate of themselves. . . . Self is lost sight of in 
their consciousness of their own unworthiness and of God’s wonderful glory.”—
That I May Know Him, p. 122.

Philippians 3:4-9: 4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any 
other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5 
Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 6 Concerning zeal, 
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
Isaiah 6:5: Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.  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Thursday, February 23
5. FRUITFUL CHRISTIANS

b. Throughout history, what knowledge does Christ always have regarding 
His church? Revelation 2:2, 9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15. Why is Jesus so interested in 
the works of His followers? James 2:21, 22, 24; Revelation 22:12.

“The eyes of the world are upon us, and we are observed by many of whom we 
have no knowledge. There are those who know something of the doctrines we 
claim to believe, and they are noting the effect of our faith upon our 
characters.”—Selected Messages, bk2, p. 386.
“The world today is in crying need of a revelation of Christ Jesus in the person of 
His saints.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 313.

Revelation 2:2: I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou 
canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are 
apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:
Revelation 2:9: I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) 
and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are 
the synagogue of Satan.
Revelation 2:13: I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s 
seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those 
days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where 
Satan dwelleth.
Revelation 2:19: I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy 
patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.
Revelation 3:1: And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things 
saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, 
that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
Revelation 3:8: I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and 
hast not denied my name.

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Revelation 3:15: I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would 
thou wert cold or hot.
James 2:21-22: 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had 
offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by works was faith made perfect?
James 2:24: Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith 
only.
Revelation 22:12: And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be.
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Friday, February 17
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Why does true faith always work?

2. How can we ensure that our works are always from God?

3. Why can an unconverted heart never produce unselfish love?

4. Explain the difference between the root and the fruit of our experience.

5. What is God and the world waiting to see in the Christian church?
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Lesson 9 - Sabbath March 4, 2017
Abraham’s Saviour

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was 
glad” (John 8:56).

“Through type and promise God ‘preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham’ (Galatians 3:8). And the patriarch’s faith was fixed upon the Redeemer 
to come.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 154.

Suggested Reading: The Desire of Ages, pp. 752–760, 785–787.
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Sunday, February 26
1. A FIGURE OF CHRIST

a. Who was Isaac a figure of? Genesis 22:7–9; Hebrews 11:17–19.

“Isaac was a figure of the Son of God, who was offered a sacrifice for the sins of 
the world. God would impress upon Abraham the gospel of salvation to man. In 
order to do this, and make the truth a reality to him as well as to test his faith, He 
required him to slay his darling Isaac. All the sorrow and agony that Abraham 
endured through that dark and fearful trial were for the purpose of deeply 
impressing upon his understanding the plan of redemption for fallen man. He was 
made to understand in his own experience how unutterable was the self-denial of 
the infinite God in giving His own Son to die to rescue man from utter ruin.”—
Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 369.

Genesis 22:7-9: 7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: 
and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will 
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together. 9 
And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an 
altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on 
the altar upon the wood.
Hebrews 11:17-19: 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: 
and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of 
whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God 
was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him 
in a figure.  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Sunday, February 26
1. A FIGURE OF CHRIST

b. How did God reveal to Abraham the day of Christ? Genesis 22:13; John 
1:29; Isaiah 53:7.

“Abraham . . . was shown that in giving His only-begotten Son to save sinners 
from eternal ruin, God was making a greater and more wonderful sacrifice than 
ever man could make.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 469.

Genesis 22:13: And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind 
him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, 
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
John 1:29: The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Isaiah 53:7: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  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Monday, February 27
2. THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

a. Describe how God tried to reveal to Abraham the depths of the great 
sacrifice He was making in giving His only begotten Son. Genesis 22:11, 12, 
16; 1 John 4:9, 10.

“Our heavenly Father surrendered His beloved Son to the agonies of the 
crucifixion. Legions of angels witnessed the humiliation and soul anguish of the 
Son of God but were not permitted to interpose as in the case of Isaac. No voice 
was heard to stay the sacrifice. God’s dear Son, the world’s Redeemer, was 
insulted, mocked at, derided, and tortured, until He bowed His head in death. 
What greater proof can the Infinite One give us of His divine love and pity?”—
That I May Know Him, p. 20.
“The agony which [Abraham] endured during the dark days of that fearful trial 
was permitted that he might understand from his own experience something of the 
greatness of the sacrifice made by the infinite God for man’s redemption.”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 154.

Genesis 22:11-12: 11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lay not 
thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that 
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
Genesis 22:16: And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because 
thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:
1 John 4:9-10: 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.  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Monday, February 27
2. THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

b. Explain how Jesus knew, just like Isaac knew, that it was His Father that 
was offering Him up as the sacrifice for the whole world. Genesis 22:10; 
Matthew 26:38, 39; Philippians 2:8.

“Jesus left His home in heaven and came to this dark world to reach to the very 
depths of human woe, that He might save those who are ready to perish.”—The 
Bible Echo, January 1, 1893.

Genesis 22:10: And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
his son.
Matthew 26:38-39: 38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 39 And he went a little further, 
and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
Philippians 2:8: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.



Page �  of �133 188

Monday, February 27
2. THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

c. What was the greatest pain Jesus suffered during His ultimate sacrifice? 
Psalm 69:18–21; Isaiah 53:4, 10, 12.

“It was the anguish of separation from His Father’s favor that made Christ’s 
sufferings so acute. . . . His terrible anguish, caused by the thought that in this 
hour of need God had forsaken Him, portrays the anguish that the sinner will feel 
when, too late, he realizes that God’s Spirit is withdrawn from him.”—Mind, 
Character, and Personality, vol. 2, pp. 464, 465.

Psalm 69:18-21: 18 Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me because 
of mine enemies. 19 Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my 
dishonour: mine adversaries are all before thee. 20 Reproach hath broken my 
heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was 
none; and for comforters, but I found none. 21 They gave me also gall for my 
meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
Isaiah 53:4: Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
Isaiah 53:10: Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: 
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
Isaiah 53:12: Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: 
and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors.
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Tuesday, February 28
3. FORSAKEN FOR SIN

a. Why was Christ forsaken and Isaac was not? Genesis 22:12; Matthew 
27:42, 43, 46; John 3:17; 12:27; 2 Corinthians 5:21.

“The angels of heaven sympathized with their loved Commander. Gladly would 
they have broken their ranks and gone to His assistance. But this was not God’s 
plan.”—The Upward Look, p. 223.
“Voluntarily our divine Substitute bared His soul to the sword of justice, that we 
might not perish but have everlasting life.”—Selected Messages, bk1, p. 322.

Genesis 22:12: And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
Matthew 27:42-43: 42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King 
of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.
43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I 
am the Son of God.
Matthew 27:46: And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?
John 3:17: For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved.
John 12:27: Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from 
this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.
2 Corinthians 5:21: For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  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Tuesday, February 28
3. FORSAKEN FOR SIN

b. What is significant about Abraham’s servants staying behind and only the 
father and son going to the altar together? Genesis 22:3–5, 8; John 16:32.

“With amazement angels witnessed the Saviour’s despairing agony. The hosts of 
heaven veiled their faces from the fearful sight. Inanimate nature expressed 
sympathy with its insulted and dying Author. The sun refused to look upon the 
awful scene. Its full, bright rays were illuminating the earth at midday, when 
suddenly it seemed to be blotted out. Complete darkness, like a funeral pall, 
enveloped the cross. . . .
“In that thick darkness God’s presence was hidden. . . . The Father was with His 
Son. Yet His presence was not revealed. Had His glory flashed forth from the 
cloud, every human beholder would have been destroyed. And in that dreadful 
hour Christ was not to be comforted with the Father’s presence.”—The Desire of 
Ages, pp. 753, 754.

Genesis 22:2-5: 3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his 
ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the 
wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God 
had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the 
place afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the 
ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.
Genesis 22:8: And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 
burnt offering: so they went both of them together.
John 16:32: Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be 
scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, 
because the Father is with me.  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Tuesday, February 28
3. FORSAKEN FOR SIN

c. How do we know that Christ was forsaken but not lost? Isaiah 54:7, 8; Acts 
2:22–24, 27; 1 Corinthians 15:55–57.

“Jesus was laid in the tomb. He went into the darkness of the grave and tasted 
death for every man. But He did not long remain under the power of the enemy. A 
mighty angel came from heaven and rolled back the stone from the sepulchre. . . . 
Christ came forth from the tomb a triumphant conqueror and led forth from their 
graves a multitude of captives.”—The Signs of the Times, November 25, 1889.

Isaiah 54:7-8: 7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies 
will I gather thee. 8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but 
with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.
Acts 2:22-24: 22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did 
by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23 Him, being delivered by 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.
Acts 2:27: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption.
1 Corinthians 15:55-57: 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  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Wednesday, March 1
4. A RISEN SAVIOUR

a. Describe how Abraham believed in the power of the resurrection. Genesis 
22:5; Hebrews 11:19.

“This son [Isaac] had been unexpectedly given; and had not He who bestowed the 
precious gift a right to recall His own? Then faith repeated the promise, ‘In Isaac 
shall thy seed be called’—a seed numberless as the grains of sand upon the shore 
(Genesis 21:12). Isaac was the child of a miracle, and could not the power that 
gave him life restore it? Looking beyond that which was seen, Abraham grasped 
the divine word, ‘accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead’ (Hebrews 11:19).”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 151.

Genesis 22:5: And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; 
and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.
Hebrews 11:19: Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.  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Wednesday, March 1
4. A RISEN SAVIOUR

b. Explain what Christ’s death and resurrection mean to humanity.Hebrews 
2:14, 15; 2 Timothy 1:10; Romans 6:5.

“Satan cannot hold the dead in his grasp when the Son of God bids them live. He 
cannot hold in spiritual death one soul who in faith receives Christ’s word of 
power. God is saying to all who are dead in sin, ‘Awake thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead’ (Ephesians 5:14). That word is eternal life.”—The Desire of 
Ages, p. 320.

Hebrews 2:14-15: 14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15 And deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
2 Timothy 1:10: But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel:
Romans 6:5: For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:  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Wednesday, March 1
4. A RISEN SAVIOUR

c. How important is Christ’s victory over death to the believer? 1 Corinthians 
15:12–19; 1 Peter 1:3; John 11:25, 26.

“The captives brought up from the graves at the time of the resurrection of Jesus 
were His trophies as a conquering Prince. Thus He attested His victory over death 
and the grave; thus He gave a pledge and an earnest of the resurrection of all the 
righteous dead.”—The SDA Bible Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, 
p. 1109.
“He alone . . . who is able . . . to raise His saints from the grave and clothe them 
with immortality, giving them everlasting victory over death and the grave, is able 
now to keep the souls of all committed to His trust against that day and to deliver 
them in their perplexities.”—Manuscript Releases, vol. 21, p. 273.

1 Corinthians 15:12-19: 12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the 
dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if 
there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14 And if Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 15 Yea, and we 
are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised 
up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 16 For if the 
dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable.
1 Peter 1:3: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
John 11:25-26: 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?  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Thursday, March 2
5. THE JOY OF SALVATION

a. How did Abraham feel when God revealed Christ as the Saviour over sin 
and death? John 8:56; Why should Christians be the world’s most joyful 
people? Philippians 4:4; Acts 2:25–27; 1 Thessalonians 5:16.

“When in most discouraging circumstances, which would have had a depressing 
influence upon halfway Christians, [Paul] is firm of heart, full of courage and 
hope and cheer, exclaiming, ‘Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say, 
Rejoice’ (Philippians 4:4). The same hope and cheerfulness is seen when he is 
upon the deck of the ship, the tempest beating about him, the ship going to pieces. 
He gives orders to the commander of the ship and preserves the lives of all on 
board. Although a prisoner, he is really the master of the ship, the freest and 
happiest man on board.”—My Life Today, p. 334.

John 8:56: Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was 
glad.
Philippians 4:4: Rejoice in the Lord alway:and again I say, Rejoice.
Acts 2:25-27: 25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always 
before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 26 
Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh 
shall rest in hope: 27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
1 Thessalonians 5:16: Rejoice evermore.  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Thursday, March 2
5. THE JOY OF SALVATION

b. Why is singing and praising the Lord an essential part of our faith? Psalms 
98:1–6; 95:1–8; Revelation 15:2–4.

“As the people [of Israel] journeyed through the wilderness, many precious 
lessons were fixed in their minds by means of song. . . .
“Thus their thoughts were uplifted from the trials and difficulties of the way, the 
restless, turbulent spirit was soothed and calmed, the principles of truth were 
implanted in the memory, and faith was strengthened.”—Education, p. 39.
“If more praising of God were engaged in now, hope and courage and faith would 
steadily increase.”—Prophets and Kings, p. 202.

Psalms 98:1-6: 1 O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous 
things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. 2 The LORD 
hath made known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly shewed in the 
sight of the heathen. 3 He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the 
house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 4 
Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, 
and sing praise. 5 Sing unto the LORD with the harp; with the harp, and the voice 
of a psalm. 6 With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the 
LORD, the King.
Psalms 95:1-8: 1 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to 
the rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, 
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 3 For the LORD is a great God, 
and a great King above all gods. 4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth: 
the strength of the hills is his also. 5 The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands 
formed the dry land. 6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before 
the LORD our maker. 7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, 8 Harden not your 
heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness:

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Revelation 15:2-4: 2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and 
them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his 
mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the 
harps of God. 3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song 
of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just 
and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship 
before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.  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Friday, March 3
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. In what ways was Isaac a type of Christ?

2. How does Abraham’s experience reveal the depths of God’s sacrifice?

3. Explain why Christ had to experience the feeling of being forsaken.

4. What does the resurrection mean to the Christian?

5. What is the best cure for depression? 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Lesson 10 - Sabbath March 11, 2017
Abraham’s Patience

“Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
wait, I say, on the LORD” (Psalm 27:14).

“When we are in perplexity, even before we open to Him our distress, [God] is 
making arrangements for our deliverance.”—Our High Calling, p. 316.

Suggested Reading: Steps to Christ, pp. 93–104;
Our High Calling, pp. 315–319.  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Sunday, March 5
1. THE DESIRES OF THE HEART

a. What was Abraham’s heart’s desire? Genesis 15:1–3. What does God 
promise to those who believe in Him? Psalm 37:4, 5; Matthew 21:21, 22.

“Every promise in the Word of God is for us. In your prayers, present the pledged 
word of Jehovah and by faith claim His promises. His word is the assurance that if 
you ask in faith, you will receive all spiritual blessings. Continue to ask, and you 
will receive exceeding abundantly above all that you ask or think. Educate 
yourself to have unlimited confidence in God. Cast all your care upon Him. Wait 
patiently for Him, and He will bring it to pass.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 71.

Genesis 15:1-3: 1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a 
vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 
2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and 
the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, 
to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir.
Psalm 37:4-5: 4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart. 5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he 
shall bring it to pass.
Matthew 21:21-22: 21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig 
tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast 
into the sea; it shall be done. 22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive.  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Sunday, March 5
1. THE DESIRES OF THE HEART

b. When we pray for God to fulfill a desire of our heart, what else should we 
always include with our request? James 4:13–15; Matthew 26:39.

“The consistent course is to commit our desires to our all-wise heavenly Father, 
and then, in perfect confidence, trust all to Him. We know that God hears us if we 
ask according to His will. But to press our petitions without a submissive spirit is 
not right; our prayers must take the form, not of command, but of intercession.”—
The Ministry of Healing, p. 230.

James 4:13-15: 13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 14 Whereas 
ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 15 For that ye 
ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.
Matthew 26:39: And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not 
as I will, but as thou wilt.  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Monday, March 6
2. WAITING LONGER THAN EXPECTED

a. Explain how God answered Abraham’s prayer as soon as he finished his 
request? Genesis 15:3, 4.

“As Abram had no son, he at first thought that his trusty servant, Eliezer, should 
become his son by adoption, and his heir. But God informs Abram that his servant 
shall not be his son and heir, but that he should really have a son.”—Spiritual 
Gifts, vol. 3, pp. 100, 101.

Genesis 15:3-4: 3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, 
lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came 
unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of 
thine own bowels shall be thine heir.  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Monday, March 6
2. WAITING LONGER THAN EXPECTED

b. Even though God immediately promised Abraham a son, why didn’t He 
reveal at first the date when Abraham’s son would be born? Acts 1:6, 7; 
Proverbs 16:9; Psalm 34:8.

“The Lord intended to prove the firm faith and reliance of Abram upon the 
promises He had made him.”—Ibid., p. 101.
“We need not expect all sunshine in this world. Clouds and storms will cluster 
about us, and we must be prepared to keep our eyes directed where we saw the 
light last. Its rays may be hidden but they . . . still shine beyond the cloud. It is our 
work to wait, to watch, to pray, and to believe. We shall prize the light of the sun 
more highly after the clouds disappear. We shall see the salvation of God if we 
trust in God in the darkness as well as in the light.”—Our High Calling, p. 318.

Acts 1:6-7: 6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, 
Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said 
unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power.  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Monday, March 6
2. WAITING LONGER THAN EXPECTED

c. When prayer is not answered when we expect it, what are we in danger of? 
1 Corinthians 10:9, 10; Hebrews 3:12–14. Where will it lead? Genesis 16:1–6.
“When our prayers seem not to be answered, we are to cling to the promise; for 
the time of answering will surely come, and we shall receive the blessing we need 
most. But to claim that prayer will always be answered in the very way and for the 
particular thing that we desire, is presumption. God is too wise to err, and too 
good to withhold any good thing from them that walk uprightly. Then do not fear 
to trust Him, even though you do not see the immediate answer to your prayers. 
Rely upon His sure promise, ‘Ask, and it shall be given you’ (Matthew 7:7).”—
Steps to Christ, p. 96.
1 Corinthians 10:9-10: 9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them 
also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.
Hebrews 3:12-14: 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort one another daily, 
while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end;
Genesis 16:1-6: 1 Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she had an 
handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said unto Abram, 
Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto 
my maid; it may be that I may* obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to 
the voice of Sarai. 3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, 
after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her 
husband Abram to be his wife. 4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: 
and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 5 
And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into 
thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: 
the LORD judge between me and thee. 6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy 
maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai* dealt hardly 
with her, she fled from her face.  



Page �  of �150 188

Tuesday, March 7
3. A REWARDER OF FAITH

a. In what two things does God want us to believe? Hebrews 11:6. What was 
Abraham’s initial demonstration? Genesis 15:4–6.

“We should not present our petitions to God to prove whether He will fulfill His 
word, but because He will fulfill it; not to prove that He loves us, but because He 
loves us.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 126.

Hebrews 11:6: But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.
Genesis 15:4-6: 4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 
This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels 
shall be thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, 
So shall thy seed be. 6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 
righteousness.
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Tuesday, March 7
3. A REWARDER OF FAITH

b. As God rejected Ishmael as the promised seed, describe how time affected 
Abraham and Sarah’s faith in God’s fulfilling His promise. Genesis 17:15–18; 
18:9–12.

“When Abraham was nearly one hundred years old, the promise of a son was 
repeated to him, with the assurance that the future heir should be the child of 
Sarah. But Abraham did not yet understand the promise. His mind at once turned 
to Ishmael, clinging to the belief that through him God’s gracious purposes were 
to be accomplished.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 146.

Genesis 17:15-18: 15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou 
shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 16 And I will bless 
her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, 
and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an 
hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?
18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!
Genesis 18:9-12: 9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, 
Behold, in the tent. 10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to 
the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the 
tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well 
stricken in age;and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 
Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also?
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Tuesday, March 7
3. A REWARDER OF FAITH

c. What does every answered prayer have attached to it? Genesis 18:14, 21:1, 
2. What should we always remember about God’s timing compared to our 
timing? Habakkuk 2:3.

“To every sincere prayer an answer will come. It may not come just as you desire, 
or at the time you look for it; but it will come in the way and at the time that will 
best meet your need. The prayers you offer in loneliness, in weariness, in trial, 
God answers, not always according to your expectations, but always for your 
good.”—Gospel Workers, p. 258.
“God does not always answer our prayers the first time we call upon Him; for 
should He do this, we might take it for granted that we had a right to all the 
blessings and favors He bestowed upon us. Instead of searching our hearts to see 
if any evil was entertained by us, any sin indulged, we should become careless 
and fail to realize our dependence upon Him, and our need of His help.”—The 
Review and Herald, March 27, 1913.

Genesis 18:14: Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will 
return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.
Genesis 21:1-2: 1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and 
he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, 
and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from 
the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,
Habakkuk 2:3: For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will 
not tarry. 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Wednesday, March 8
4. THE NEED OF PATIENCE

a. Why doesn’t God always let the fulfillment of a prayer happen 
immediately? James 1:2–4; Romans 8:24, 25.

“We all desire immediate and direct answers to our prayers, and are tempted to 
become discouraged when the answer is delayed or comes in an unlooked-for 
form. But God is too wise and good to answer our prayers always at just the time 
and in just the manner we desire. He will do more and better for us than to 
accomplish all our wishes. And because we can trust His wisdom and love, we 
should not ask Him to concede to our will, but should seek to enter into and 
accomplish His purpose. Our desires and interests should be lost in His will. 
These experiences that test faith are for our benefit. By them it is made manifest 
whether our faith is true and sincere, resting on the word of God alone, or whether 
depending on circumstances, it is uncertain and changeable. Faith is strengthened 
by exercise.”—The Ministry of Healing, pp. 230, 231.

James 1:2-4: 2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience 
have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
Romans 8:24-25: 24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: 
for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25 But if we hope for that we see 
not, then do we with patience wait for it.  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Wednesday, March 8
4. THE NEED OF PATIENCE

b. What assurance can we have in God’s promises even though they are not 
always fulfilled when we think they should be? Hebrews 6:13–18; Isaiah 
55:8–11; Psalm 27:14.

“Work in faith, and leave results with God. Pray in faith, and the mystery of His 
providence will bring its answer. At times it may seem that you cannot succeed. 
But work and believe, putting into your efforts faith, hope, and courage. After 
doing what you can, wait for the Lord, declaring His faithfulness, and He will 
bring His word to pass. Wait, not in fretful anxiety, but in undaunted faith and 
unshaken trust.”—Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 245.
“Wait on the Lord, and again I say, Wait on the Lord. We may ask of the human 
agents and not receive. We may ask of God and He says, Ye shall receive. 
Therefore you know to whom to look; you know in whom to trust. You must not 
trust in man or make flesh your arm. Lean as heavily as you please upon the 
Mighty One who hath said, ‘Let him take hold of my strength, that he may make 
peace with me; and he shall make peace with me’ (Isaiah 27:5). Then wait and 
watch and pray and work, keeping your face constantly turned to the Sun of 
Righteousness.”—Reflecting Christ, p. 119.

Hebrews 6:13-18: 13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he 
could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, 14 Saying, Surely blessing I will 
bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. 15 And so, after he had patiently 
endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an 
oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 17 Wherein God, willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath: 18 That by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Isaiah 55:8-11: 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as 
the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eater: 11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
Psalm 27:14: Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.  



Page �  of �156 188

Thursday, March 9
5. THE PATIENCE OF THE SAINTS

a. What characteristic describes God’s remnant people? Revelation 14:12. 
Why is love, the highest round of the Christian ladder, unmentioned? 2 Peter 
1:5–7; James 5:7, 8.

“It is the steady purpose, the untiring effort, that will gain the victory at last. It is 
he who endureth to the end that shall be saved. It is they who patiently continue in 
well-doing that shall have eternal life and the immortal reward. . . . All who are 
engaged in this warfare with Satan and his host have a close work before them. 
They must not be as impressible as wax, that the fire can melt into any form. They 
must endure hardness as faithful soldiers, stand at their post, and be true every 
time.”—Testimonies, vol. 2, pp. 101, 102.

Revelation 14:12: Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
2 Peter 1:5-7: 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 
to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity.
James 5:7-8: 7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 
patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 8 Be ye also patient; 
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.  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Thursday, March 9
5. THE PATIENCE OF THE SAINTS

b. Explain how God is using our present trials to prepare us for the return of 
our Lord. Hebrews 10:35–39; Matthew 25:5; 24:13, 42–44.

“In the religious life of every soul who is finally victorious there will be scenes of 
terrible perplexity and trial; but his knowledge of the Scriptures will enable him to 
bring to mind the encouraging promises of God, which will comfort his heart and 
strengthen his faith in the power of the Mighty One. . . . The trial of faith is more 
precious than gold. All should learn that this is a part of the discipline in the 
school of Christ, which is essential to purify and refine them from the dross of 
earthliness.”—God’s Amazing Grace, p. 81.

Hebrews 10:35-39: 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 
recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done 
the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that 
shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if 
any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of 
them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the 
soul.
Matthew 25:5: While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.
Matthew 24:13: But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
Matthew 24:42-44: 42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come. 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered 
his house to be broken up.44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh.  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Friday, March 10
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Will God give us every desire of our heart?

2. How should we react when every prayer is not answered the way we think?

3. Why can “time” be the greatest challenge to our faith?

4. In a world of instant technology, what trait do we need to cultivate?

5. Why will those who fail to develop a patient trust in God’s Word fall away?  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Lesson 11 - Sabbath March 18, 2017
Pleading for Sinners

“He which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins” (James 5:20).

“Earnest, self-sacrificing men and women are needed, who will go to God and 
with strong crying and tears plead for the souls that are on the brink of ruin.”—
Gospel Workers, p. 26.

Suggested Reading: Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 156–170.  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Sunday, March 12
1. SODOM AND GOMORRAH

a. What punishment did the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah suffer? Genesis 
19:24, 25; Luke 17:29.

“The Lord rained brimstone and fire out of heaven upon the cities and the fruitful 
plain; its palaces and temples, costly dwellings, gardens and vineyards, and the 
gay, pleasure-seeking throngs that only the night before had insulted the 
messengers of heaven––all were consumed.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 162.

Genesis 19:24-25: 24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 25 And he overthrew those 
cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew 
upon the ground.
Luke 17:29: But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.  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Sunday, March 12
1. SODOM AND GOMORRAH

b. To whom is Sodom and Gomorrah an example? 2 Peter 2:6; Jude 7.

“The flames that consumed the cities of the plain shed their warning light down 
even to our time. We are taught the fearful and solemn lesson that while God’s 
mercy bears long with the transgressor, there is a limit beyond which men may not 
go on in sin. When that limit is reached, then the offers of mercy are withdrawn, 
and the ministration of judgment begins. . . .
“The fate of Sodom is a solemn admonition, not merely to those who are guilty of 
outbreaking sin, but to all who are trifling with heaven-sent light and 
privileges.”—Ibid., pp. 162, 165.

2 Peter 2:6: And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes 
condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that 
after should live ungodly;
Jude 1:7: Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like 
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are 
set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.  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Monday, March 13
2. ABRAHAM’S PLEA

a. Where was Abraham’s nephew Lot abiding? Genesis 13:10–13; 19:1.

“Fairest among the cities of the Jordan Valley was Sodom, set in a plain which 
was ‘as the garden of the Lord’ in its fertility and beauty. Here the luxuriant 
vegetation of the tropics flourished.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 156.

Genesis 13:10-13: 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 
Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou 
comest unto Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot 
journeyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 12 Abram 
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and 
pitched his tent toward Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
before the LORD exceedingly.
Genesis 19:1: And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the 
gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself 
with his face toward the ground;  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Monday, March 13
2. ABRAHAM’S PLEA

b. As the Lord revealed to Abraham that He was going to destroy Sodom and 
Gomorrah, how did Abraham indirectly plead for Lot’s family? Genesis 
18:22–32.

“And the man of faith pleaded for the inhabitants of Sodom. Once [Abraham] had 
saved them by his sword, now he endeavored to save them by prayer. . . .
“With deep reverence and humility he urged his plea . . . . There was no self-
confidence, no boasting of his own righteousness. He did not claim favor on the 
ground of his obedience, or of the sacrifices he had made in doing God’s will. 
Himself a sinner, he pleaded in the sinner’s behalf. Such a spirit all who approach 
God should possess. Yet Abraham manifested the confidence of a child pleading 
with a loved father. He came close to the heavenly Messenger and fervently urged 
his petition. . . . Abraham thought that in that populous city there must be other 
worshipers of the true God. . . . Abraham asked not once merely, but many times. 
Waxing bolder as his requests were granted, he continued until he gained the 
assurance that if even ten righteous persons could be found in it, the city would be 
spared.
“Love for perishing souls inspired Abraham’s prayer. While he loathed the sins of 
that corrupt city, he desired that the sinners might be saved. His deep interest for 
Sodom shows the anxiety that we should feel for the impenitent. We should 
cherish hatred of sin, but pity and love for the sinner. All around us are souls 
going down to ruin as hopeless, as terrible, as that which befell Sodom. Every day 
the probation of some is closing. Every hour some are passing beyond the reach of 
mercy. And where are the voices of warning and entreaty to bid the sinner flee 
from this fearful doom? Where are the hands stretched out to draw him back from 
death? Where are those who with humility and persevering faith are pleading with 
God for him?”—Ibid., pp. 139, 140.

VERSES ON NEXT PAGE 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Genesis 18:22-32: 22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went 
toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD. 23 And Abraham drew 
near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24 
Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not 
spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 25 That be far from thee to 
do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous 
should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right? 26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 
then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 27 And Abraham answered and said, 
Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and 
ashes: 28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy 
all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not 
destroy it. 29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall 
be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty’s sake. 30 And he said 
unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall 
thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 31 And he 
said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: Peradventure 
there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s 
sake. 32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this 
once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for 
ten’s sake.  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Tuesday, March 14
3. ANSWERED PRAYER

a. Explain how God answered Abraham’s prayer to spare Lot. Genesis 19:1–
3, 12–16, 27–29.

“Stupefied with sorrow, [Lot] lingered, loath to depart. But for the angels of God, 
they would all have perished in the ruin of Sodom. The heavenly messengers took 
him and his wife and daughters by the hand and led them out of the city.”—
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 160.

Genesis 19:1-3: 1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the 
gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself 
with his face toward the ground; 2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I 
pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and 
ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide 
in the street all night. 3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto 
him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake 
unleavened bread, and they did eat.
Genesis 19:12-16: 12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son 
in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, 
bring them out of this place: 13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of 
them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to 
destroy it. 14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his 
daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this 
city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. 15 And when the 
morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy 
two daughters, which* are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 
16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of 
his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto 
him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.

VERSES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Genesis 19:27-29: 27 And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place 
where he stood before the LORD: 28 And he looked toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of 
the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 29 And it came to pass, when God 
destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out 
of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.  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Tuesday, March 14
3. ANSWERED PRAYER

b. What ingredient do we always need to mix with our prayers to give them 
power? Hebrews 11:6; Matthew 17:14–20; Matthew 9:29.

“Pray in faith. And be sure to bring your lives into harmony with your petitions, 
that you may receive the blessings for which you pray. Let not your faith weaken, 
for the blessings received are proportionate to the faith exercised. ‘According to 
your faith be it unto you.’ ‘All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, 
ye shall receive’ (Matthew 9:29; 21:22). Pray, believe, rejoice. Sing praises to God 
because He has answered your prayers. Take Him at His word. ‘He is faithful that 
promised’ (Hebrews 10:23). Not one sincere supplication is lost.”—Testimonies, 
vol. 7, p. 274.
“We must lay hold with firmer grasp on the unfailing promises of God. We must 
have faith that will not be denied, faith that will take hold of the unseen, faith that 
is steadfast, immovable. Such faith will bring the blessing of heaven to our 
souls.”—My Life Today, p. 8.

Hebrews 11:6: But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.
Matthew 17:14-20: 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence 
they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they 
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up 
his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; 
from whence also he received him in a figure. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and 
Esau concerning things to come.
Matthew 9:29: Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it 
unto you.  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Tuesday, March 14
3. ANSWERED PRAYER

c. How can we have confidence that God will always deliver the righteous? 1 
Peter 3:12; Psalm 145:18, 19; 55:22.

“In the darkest hours, under circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian 
believer may keep his soul stayed upon the source of all light and power. Day by 
day, through faith in God, his hope and courage may be renewed. . . . The Lord 
will more than fulfill the highest expectations of those who put their trust in Him. 
He will give them the wisdom their varied necessities demand.”—Ibid., p. 55.

1 Peter 3:12: For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.
Psalm 145:18-19: 18 The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all 
that call upon him in truth. 19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he 
also will hear their cry, and will save them.
Psalm 55:22: Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall 
never suffer the righteous to be moved.  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Wednesday, March 15
4. PLEADING FOR SOULS

a. What condition will the world be in just prior to the return of Jesus? Luke 
17:28–30; 2 Timothy 3:1–6.
“I was shown the state of the world, that it is fast filling up its cup of iniquity. 
Violence and crime of every description are filling our world, and Satan is using 
every means to make crime and debasing vice popular. The youth who walk the 
streets are surrounded with handbills and notices of crime and sin, presented in 
some novel or to be acted at some theater. Their minds are educated into 
familiarity with sin. The course pursued by the base and vile is kept before them 
in the periodicals of the day, and everything which can excite curiosity and arouse 
the animal passions is brought before them in thrilling and exciting stories.
“The literature that proceeds from corrupted intellects poisons the minds of 
thousands in our world. Sin does not appear exceeding sinful. They hear and read 
so much of debasing crime and vileness that the once tender conscience which 
would have recoiled with horror becomes so blunted that it can dwell upon the 
low and vile sayings and actions of men with greedy interest.”—Testimonies, vol. 
3, pp. 471, 472.
“The multitudes are striving to forget God, and they eagerly accept fables, that 
they may pursue the path of self-indulgence undisturbed.”—The SDA Bible 
Commentary [E. G. White Comments], vol. 5, p. 1122.
Luke 17:28-30: 28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 29 But the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.
2 Timothy 3:1-6: 1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural 
affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 
God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,  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Wednesday, March 15
4. PLEADING FOR SOULS

b. Explain how we should have the same attitude of prayer as Abraham had. 
Ezekiel 9:4; James 5:16–20.

“We are not to condemn others; this is not our work; but we should love one 
another and pray for one another. When we see one err from the truth, then we 
may weep over him as Christ wept over Jerusalem.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 
345, 346.
“Should a brother go astray, then is the time to show your real interest in him. Go 
to him kindly, pray with and for him, remembering the infinite price which Christ 
has paid for his redemption. In this way you may save a soul from death and hide 
a multitude of sins.”—Ibid., pp. 58, 59.
“The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declension, nor mourn 
over the sins of others, will be left without the seal of God.”—Ibid., p. 211.

Ezekiel 9:4: And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that 
sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.
James 5:16-20: 16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. 17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed* 
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of 
three years and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, 
and the earth brought forth her fruit. 19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
truth, and one convert him; 20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner 
from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins. 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Thursday, March 16
5. THE PENDING JUDGEMENT

a. From what should we be trying to help souls escape? Revelation 14:7, 10, 
11; 15:1.

“Wicked men will not oppose a form of godliness, nor reject a popular ministry 
which presents no cross for them to bear. The natural heart will raise no serious 
objection to a religion in which there is nothing to make the transgressor of the 
law tremble, or bring to bear upon the heart and conscience the terrible realities of 
a judgment to come. It is the demonstration of the Spirit and the power of God 
which raises opposition, and leads the natural heart to rebel. The truth that saves 
the soul must not only come from God, but His Spirit must attend its 
communication to others, else it falls powerless before opposing influences.”—
Gospel Workers (1892), p. 66.

Revelation 14:7: Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for 
the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
Revelation 14:10-11: 10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall 
be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the 
presence of the Lamb: 11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever 
and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his 
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
Revelation 15:1: And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven 
angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.  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Thursday, March 16
5. THE PENDING JUDGEMENT

b. Like Lot’s experience, how do we know that many will just barely escape 
the judgments to come? Genesis 19:17; Luke 17:28–32; 1 Peter 4:17, 18.

“The judgments of God are soon to be poured out upon the earth. ‘Escape for thy 
life’ is the warning from the angels of God (Genesis 19:17). Other voices are 
heard saying: ‘Do not become excited; there is no cause for special alarm.’ Those 
who are at ease in Zion cry ‘Peace and safety,’ while heaven declares that swift 
destruction is about to come upon the transgressor. . . . Thus it was at the 
destruction of the old world and when Sodom and Gomorrah were consumed by 
fire.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 233.

Genesis 19:17: And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, 
that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 
plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.
Luke 17:28-32: 28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 29 But the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. 30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. 31 In 
that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him 
not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not 
return back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife.
1 Peter 4:17-18: 17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of 
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the 
gospel of God? 18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear?
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Friday, March 17
PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What warning are we given from Sodom’s experience?

2. What should be the burden of every Christian?

3. Explain how a prayer of faith can save a soul.

4. What attitude do we need now more than ever?

5. Explain why the last warning needs to be given with urgency.
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Lesson 12 - Sabbath March 25, 2017
Pleading for Sinners

“For [Abraham] looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10).

“We are only pilgrims and strangers in this world. We are seeking the city which 
Abraham looked for, whose builder and maker is God.”—In Heavenly Places, p. 
112.

Suggested Reading: Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 346–353;
The Faith I Live By, p. 304.  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Sunday, March 19
1. A PROMISE OF INHERITANCE

a. What inheritance did God promise to Abraham and his seed? Genesis 17:7, 
8; 1 Chronicles 16:15–18; Romans 4:13.

“The gift to Abraham and his seed included not merely the land of Canaan, but the 
whole earth. . . . And the Bible plainly teaches that the promises made to Abraham 
are to be fulfilled through Christ.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 170.

Genesis 17:7-8: 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy 
seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee, the land* wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
1 Chronicles 16:15-18: 15 Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which 
he commanded to a thousand generations; 16 Even of the covenant which he 
made with Abraham, and of his oath unto Isaac; 17 And hath confirmed the same 
to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant, 18 Saying, Unto thee 
will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance;
Romans 4:13: For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.  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Sunday, March 19
1. A PROMISE OF INHERITANCE

b. Of what was the earthly promised land of Canaan a symbol? Hebrews 
11:8–10, 13–16; Revelation 21:1–3.

“The voice of God was heard, bidding [Abraham] not to expect immediate 
possession of the Promised Land, and pointing forward to the sufferings of his 
posterity before their establishment in Canaan. The plan of redemption was here 
opened to him, in the death of Christ, the great sacrifice, and His coming in glory. 
Abraham saw also the earth restored to its Eden beauty, to be given him for an 
everlasting possession, as the final and complete fulfillment of the promise.”—
Ibid., p. 137.
Hebrews 11:8-10: 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 
of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.
Hebrews 11:13-16: 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, 
but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that 
say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had 
been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath 
prepared for them a city.
Revelation 21:1-3: 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2 And I 
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God.  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Monday, March 20
2. HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM

a. Who is the only true heir of the kingdom of promise? Matthew 21:33–39; 
Galatians 3:16; Hebrews 1:1, 2.
“Christ was the Father’s ‘appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds.’ He was the ‘brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person.’ 
And he upheld ‘all things by the word of his power’ (Hebrews 1:2, 3). He 
possessed divine excellency and greatness. It pleased the Father that in Him all 
fullness should dwell. And Christ ‘thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God’ (Philippians 2:6). Yet Jesus exchanged a throne of light and glory which He 
had with His Father, counting it not a thing to be desired to be equal with God, 
while man was lost in sin and misery. He came from heaven to earth, clothed His 
divinity with humanity, and bore the curse as surety for the fallen race. He was not 
compelled to do this; but He chose to bear the results of man’s transgression that 
man might escape eternal death.”—The Signs of the Times, February 20, 1893.

Matthew 21:33-39: 33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in 
it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 34 
And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, 
that they might receive the fruits of it. 35 And the husbandmen took his servants, 
and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again, he sent other 
servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. 37 But last of all he 
sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 38 But when the 
husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 39 And they caught him, and cast 
him out of the vineyard, and slew him.
Galatians 3:16: Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
Hebrews 1:1-2: 1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; 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Monday, March 20
2. HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM

b. How can we become heirs with Christ in sharing His inheritance? Romans 
4:13–17; Galatians 3:26–29.

“Only those who have appreciated the grace of Christ, which has made them heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Jesus, will rise from the grave bearing the image of 
their Redeemer.”—Selected Messages, bk1, p. 259.
“The fulfillment of the promise that we shall be joint-heirs with Christ rests upon 
our willingness to deny self.”—The Upward Look, p. 235.

Romans 4:13-17: 13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was 
not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the 
promise made of none effect: 15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law 
is, there is no transgression. 16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; 
to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of 
the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us 
all, 17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him 
whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things 
which be not as though they were.
Galatians 3:26-29: 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be Christ’s, then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.  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Monday, March 20
2. HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM

c. As we declare our faith in Jesus Christ in whom all the promises of God are 
made, what does He call us? Romans 8:14–17; Galatians 4:4–7.

“The treasures of eternity have been committed to the keeping of Jesus Christ, to 
give to whomsoever He will; but how sad it is that so many quickly lose sight of 
the precious grace that is proffered unto them through faith in Him. He will impart 
the heavenly treasures to those who will believe in Him, look to Him, and abide in 
Him.”—Selected Messages, bk1, p. 138.

Romans 8:14-17: 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
Galatians 4:4-7: 4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 
Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ.  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Tuesday, March 21
3. AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM

a. As sons and daughters of God, through faith, what type of kingdom is 
promised us? Daniel 2:44; 7:27; 2 Peter 1:11.

“The Lord’s purposes for His people have ever been the same. He desires to 
bestow on the children of men the riches of an eternal inheritance. His kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom. When those who choose to become obedient subjects of 
the Most High are finally saved in the kingdom of glory, God’s purpose for 
mankind will have been fulfilled.”—The Review and Herald, December 26, 1907.

Daniel 2:44: And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever.
Daniel 7:27: And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most 
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all* dominions shall serve 
and obey him.
2 Peter 1:11: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  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Tuesday, March 21
3. AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM

b. How long will believers enjoy this everlasting kingdom? Titus 3:7; 1 John 
5:11–13.

“This life is a training school, where we are to be transformed, refined, and made 
meet for the society of saints in the kingdom of God, with whom we expect to 
associate throughout the ages of eternity.”—The Bible Echo, July 29, 1895.

Titus 3:7: That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life.
1 John 5:11-13: 11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath the Son hath life;and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life. 13 These things have I written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.  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Tuesday, March 21
3. AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM

c. How do we know that God wants everyone to share in this inheritance? 2 
Peter 3:9; Ezekiel 18:32; John 3:16.

“The Lord wills not that any soul should perish. His mercies are without number, 
and He will not leave His purchased possession that He has given His own life to 
ransom to become the sport of Satan’s temptations. All heaven is given to all those 
who believe in Jesus Christ as their present personal Saviour.”—The Upward 
Look, p. 150.
“The Light of the world is shining upon us that we might absorb the divine rays 
and let this light shine upon others in good works that many souls shall be led to 
glorify our Father which is in heaven. He is long-suffering, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance, and it grieves the heart of 
Jesus that so many refuse the offers of His mercy and matchless love.”—
Manuscript Releases, vol. 2, pp. 237, 238.

2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance.
Ezekiel 18:32: For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
John 3:16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
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Wednesday, March 22
4. HOLDING OUR CONFIDENCE

a. What are we admonished to hold on to? Hebrews 3:14; 10:23, 35, 36; 
Revelation 3:11.

“Decisions may be made in a moment that fix one’s condition forever. . . . But 
remember, it would take the work of a lifetime to recover what a moment of 
yielding to temptation and thoughtlessness throws away. . . .
“Those who win heaven will put forth their noblest efforts and will labor with all 
long-suffering, that they may reap the fruit of toil. There is a hand that will open 
wide the gates of Paradise to those who have stood the test of temptation and kept 
a good conscience by giving up the world, its honors, its applause, for the love of 
Christ, thus confessing Him before men and waiting with all patience for Him to 
confess them before His Father and the holy angels.”—My Life Today, p. 322.

Hebrews 3:14: For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence stedfast unto the end;
Hebrews 10:23: Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for 
he is faithful that promised;)
Hebrews 10:35-36: 35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 
recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done 
the will of God, ye might receive the promise.
Revelation 3:11: Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 
man take thy crown.
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Wednesday, March 22
4. HOLDING OUR CONFIDENCE

b. Explain how the majority of Abraham’s literal children will be denied an 
inheritance. Numbers 13:25–33; 14:1; Hebrews 3:18, 19; Jude 5.

“For forty years did unbelief, murmuring, and rebellion shut out ancient Israel 
from the land of Canaan. The same sins have delayed the entrance of modern 
Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither case were the promises of God at fault. 
It is the unbelief, the worldliness, unconsecration, and strife among the Lord’s 
professed people that have kept us in this world of sin and sorrow so many 
years.”—Evangelism, p. 696.

Numbers 13:25-33: 25 And they returned from searching of the land after forty 
days. 26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; 
and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed 
them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, and said, We came unto the land 
whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the 
fruit of it. 28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the 
cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there. 
29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by 
the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. 30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. 
31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the 
people; for they are stronger than we. 32 And they brought up an evil report of the 
land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, 
through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants 
thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 33 And 
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were 
in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.
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Numbers 14:1: And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the 
people wept that night.
Hebrews 3:18-19: 18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his 
rest, but to them that believed not? 19 So we see that they could not enter in 
because of unbelief.
Jude 1:5: I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how 
that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward 
destroyed them that believed not.  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Thursday, March 23
5. GOD’S ONE UNITED KINGDOM

a. How many of Abraham’s children will be with him, praising God as he 
enters into his inheritance? Hebrews 11:39, 40; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17; 
Isaiah 66:23.

“We need not despair when we see that others have struggled through 
discouragements like our own, have fallen into temptations even as we have done, 
and yet have recovered their ground and been blessed of God. The words of 
inspiration comfort and cheer the erring soul. Although the patriarchs and apostles 
were subject to human frailties, yet through faith they obtained a good report, 
fought their battles in the strength of the Lord, and conquered gloriously. Thus 
may we trust in the virtue of the atoning sacrifice and be overcomers in the name 
of Jesus.”—Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 15.

Hebrews 11:39-40: 39 And these all, having obtained a good report through 
faith, received not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, 
that they without us should not be made perfect.
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17: 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.
Isaiah 66:23: And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and 
from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the 
LORD. 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Thursday, March 23
5. GOD’S ONE UNITED KINGDOM

b. What will every saved believer do when beholding Jesus Christ face to face 
as Saviour? Philippians 2:9–11; Revelation 7:9, 10. What will Jesus then do? 
1 Corinthians 15:24–28.

“All [the redeemed] unite in praising [the Lamb] who died that human beings 
might have the life that measures with the life of God. The conflict is over. 
Tribulation and strife are at an end. Songs of victory fill all heaven as the 
ransomed ones take up the joyful strain, Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, and lives again, a triumphant conqueror.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 602.

Philippians 2:9-11: 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.
Revelation 7:9-10: 9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.
1 Corinthians 15:14-18: 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and 
all authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27 For he hath put all 
things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest 
that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28 And when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that 
put all things under him, that God may be all in all.  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PERSONAL REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What type of land was Abraham looking for?

2. How only can we be partakers of Abraham’s inheritance?

3. What is God’s desire for everyone in this world?

4. How can we hold our confidence steadfast to the end?

5. What types of songs will the redeemed sing together in the heavenly choir?


